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ABSTRACT

This study examines how women'’s roles and gender were portrayed in magazines
published during three distinct epochs of Chinese history: before (1949-1965),(d966g
1976), and after the Cultural Revolution (1976 to date). It asked: What were the most

dominant roles ascribed to women and femininity in each era?

A content analysis of articles that discussed the role of women and gendshedibli
in three magazines¥Women of ChinaRosy Dawnand the Chinese edition Bfle—was
conducted to determine the most commonly occurring frames. Discourse fnagsi

employed to describe how these frames were applied over time.

The findings show congruence between the dominant ideology of the time and the
frames used in articles that discussed women and gender. Howeveendiifemes, some of
which ran counter to mainstream beliefs, were also found despite high tgnsorgitions.
The results suggest more attention to the combined impact of the mainaifeamand its

associated sub-cultures on media content.

www.manaraa.com



CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION AND STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

China has experienced tremendous social change since the founding of this People
Republic in 1949. Among the most dramatic cultural shifts that accompanied thisapolitic
transformation were changes in the general perception of women’s rolegety,s&c
phenomenon that may have been documented by the portrayals of women in the mass media.
This study examines how women and femininity were depicted over time irzimaga
published during three distinct epochs in Chinese history. The objective is to provide
evidence for the relationship between cultural change and the portrayal ehviothe

media.

Since the Communist Party came to power, Chinese society has experienced
tremendous cultural changes. Three months before the formal proclamation ajplesPe
Republic, Mao Zedong set forth the principles of “New Democracy” in accordandaich
the new government was to be established (Meisner, 1999). According to Mao, the @ew stat
was meant to serve the working class under the leadership diaaceabf workers, peasants,

petty bourgeoisie, and national bourgeoisie.

When the Communist Party took power even before the Cultural Revolution, non-
Communists were given high positions, or at least were provided with high tittes, i
administrative organs of the new state (Meisner, 1999). The party also begpdisrestn
urban organizations from the bureaucratic structures left over from the oiteremd many

old civic organs were retained. Because various social groups had access to power, there
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were conflicts, especially between the party and other political forcesthavieteal socialist

culture. On one hand, Mao envisioned freedom of speech, assembly, association, and election
for citizens while the government proscribed actions believed to be againstitiistsoc

ideology. Intellectuals were urged to serve the collective good, contributedoalati

economic goals, and uniformly accept Marxist precepts. Some, even those who were
subjected to a relentless process of thought reform, resisted these bféistsef, 1999).

They campaigned for freedom of speech and tolerance for diverse opinions.

The Cultural Revolution was seen as “Mao’s last desperate attempt toaevive
revolution he believed was dying” (Meisner, 1999, p. 291). Although the Communist victory
in 1949 destroyed the old bureaucracy and Mao proclaimed China as a state with no
hierarchy and oppression, efforts at national unification and industriafizaietallized a
process of bureaucratic centralization. In spite of the party’s movesrtovnar eliminate
the “three great differences”—between mental and manual lddgocjty and the countryside,
and workers versus peasants—social inequality intensified in 1960s (Meisner, 1999). As
inequality grew, collective values declined and Marxian socialist goalsneeiogreasingly
divorced from social and political practice. Meisner (1999) observed thatledt&8%50s,
citizens turned to private pursuits and a renewed commitment to family adoligiatihis
rebirth of sorts was accompanied by a revival of traditional religiousfeelnd social
customs. Mao, who saw himself as the embodiment of the collective will, announced that the
Cultural Revolution will be considered a war against bureaucratic oppressioeforeeat
least for official propaganda purposes, the Cultural Revolution was heralded as having

eliminated social hierarchy in favor of the collective spirit.
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Since the late 1970s, China has embarked on a path of modernization involving a
transition from a centrally planned to a market-driven economy. Societabwaére seen as
having moved from extreme collectivism to individualism, which may be attdthdth to a
retaliation against the long-term oppression of individual interests and to temohason of
Western values. Since 1979, the Chinese state has implemented policiesmmongisits
drive to become an exemplar of neoliberal capitalism in the global economye{12605).
This re-direction of values involves encouraging people to pursue personal wealitrya fa
from the previous exhortations to devote individual energies to the development of the
country. Before the revolution, every aspect of personal life, including work, ngrriag
personal relationships, and family was supposed to serve the national good. According t
Crider (1999), Deng Xiaoping's reforms attempted to establish more liberalizectures to
support national security and prosperity. Deng tried to restore China’s positigtoasia
force through economic reforms that favored a more liberal way of lifelidHinis by
instituting agricultural reforms, urban commercialization, and a gertenasphere of

openness in policy formulation.

Among the most dramatic cultural changes that occurred as a consequenceesé Chi
reform policies was the transformation of women’s role in society. As Nabtb establish
a new order, he saw patriarchy and gender inequality as antithetical to thecnewditical
order he sought to create. The party associated the redefinition of wobpectisity with a
promised socialist transformation (Chen, 2003). The liberation of women was @libede
by eliminating restrictions in domestic labor laws such as the Ladwerof the People’s

Republic of China and the acknowledgment of women as active agents of production.
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Although women were promised to be equal to men, according to Wallis (2006), the

women’s liberation process was still subordinated to national development goals.

This study proposes that changes in women'’s roles as prescribed by thenlomina
political ideology of the day have been captured by mass media reportsaléspearticles
that saw print in women’s magazines. Magazines have long been considered tha thati
better portrays people’s ways of life at a particular time and planenthaspapers, radio, or
television. Aside from providing readers with entertainment, they serveailiice
function by providing information about society and the developments taking place within it
They also perform a correlation function by interpreting new policies am@dpmions, and
they have a cultural transmission function by educating readers about ctdlued (Payne
and Dozier, 1988). Because magazines have been known to carry the “comments @f’the tim
using narratives and images, they are useful means with which to examinescimang

cultural dimensions across time periods.

For decades, researchers have examined magazines as they seaunels fvalt the
construction of gender roles, about the portrayals of women, the roots of gender ideology
and for answers to questions about the intersections of class and race (Cramer, 3864y). Gl
(1997), investigating how images of women in magazines have evolved from the 1960s until
1991, found that before the period of economic reforms, Chinese women were portrayed as
“self-assured” and “strong.” Such characterizations were consistth Eber’s (1976)
findings of images of highly committed model workers during this time period. Tinegges
showed women as active participants in the labor force and demonstrated the highly

politicized nature of social life (Wallis, 2006). Traditional feminine charesties were
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ignored following the tenets of socialist asceticism that denied sexzis¢ dad romantic

love between men and women. Instead, women'’s portrayals propagandized trabbmedi
on economic class and relations. The media were used at that time to integrateaiogy
into everyday life through aggressive information campaigns. Such practices tcieard
Anderson’s (1991) notion that the modern nation-state relies on the media to imptardlnat
consciousness and values, articulating national identity as a ubiquitous and oftgraldiana

of everyday experience that influences other identities, including gender antitgexua

In today’s China, however, many say that the images of women in the media are
complex and sometimes contradictory. Western values of individualism, aspifatices-
actualization, and the worship of Western lifestyles find resonance inwihasare young,
better educated, and financially better off (Wei & Pan, 1999). Meanwhile, bes/dief
women’s unemployment increased due to intense competition in the labor maukgt, m
returned to traditional values that saw “men taking society as their dominarg sgtiler
women, the family” (Wei & Pan, 1999). In other words, the image of women as subordinate
to men has resurfaced (Wallis, 2006). As Rofel (1999) suggests, in today’s China modernity
is often associated with notions of gender, and a modern woman adheres to a blend of

traditional and Westernized standards of physical beauty and feminine comyortme

To what extent are these changing roles in response to how women are portrayed in
the media? As Chinese society traversed three distinct eras of culeyrabsfit influenced
the way the media has portrayed women? To answer these questions, thiaatymhsdhe
changes in the images of women in three magazines published in three diffieegmétiods:

(1) before the Cultural Revolution, (2) during the Cultural Revolution, and (3) after the
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Cultural Revolution to investigate the influence of cultural change on magaporésiyals

of women.

According to Entman (1993), “culture is the stock of commonly invoked [media and
audience] frames; in fact, culture might be defined as the empiricallyrdgrable set of
common frames exhibited in the discourse and thinking of people or social groupings” (p.
53). Thus, culture, including the dominant culture and sub-cultures, help shape the content of
magazines. It is therefore pertinent to determine whether the cultural chiaaigesffeted
Chinese society over six decades are reflected in the magazinesygderbfavomen. This
study also aims to ascertain what forces in a given historical period hambshénfluence in
framing the role of women in the media. The goal is to examine the diffeaems with
which women were portrayed in the magazines published in three distinct eras aeChine

history.

No Chinese magazine exhibited longevity enough to cover the three periods under
scrutiny. Because of this, the current study examines three magazewsdéiom each era:

Women of China, Rosy Davand the Chinese edition &fle.

Women of Chinavas launched on June 1, 1939 in Yan’an, China’s revolutionary base.
It was the official publication of the Women’s Union of China with the objective of negchi
women audiences across the country regardless of residenavelof leducation. However,
because most women at that time were not literate, the magazine becamet ihéiuansal
publication among high status and better educated women. It is the first natico@dicper
initiated by the Women’s Movement Committee under the Central Comrafttee

Communist Party. Mao even wrote a poem to congratulate the magazine’soimceptialso
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recommended two potential mastheads to show his support of the women’s movement. After
1949, the magazine became an official publication of the All-China Women'’s Rederat

This magazine was selected for analysis because it was published eth@émdifferent

voices compete for access to public discourse against the backdrop of a lenieat politi

ideology.

AlthoughRosy Dawrwas published at the end of the Cultural Revolution, it was
founded by Jiang Qing, Mao’s wife, who was named in charge of the revolutionisatul
aspects. Her opinions about culture, art, and literature represented the goverofiieat
stance on these areas. The purpose of this magazine was to emphasizkttiessigf the
Cultural Revolution, and to suppress any potential opposition to it. When the Cultural
Revolution ended and Jiang Qing was arrested, the magazine ceased publicatiord tbis ha
determine the demographic and other characteristics of the audie@syddawn
However, it can be inferred that only high status and better educated people could have had

access to the magazine during the Cultural Revolution.

The post-Cultural Revolution era in this study is represented by the Chinese edition of
Elle, the first international magazine to enter the Chinese market. It is alsecoeio be the
best localized international magazine in China. Since 1988, it has been one of theibgst sell
magazines in the country targeting highly educated urban wdfflerepitomizes the desires
for sociocultural transformation brewing since the 1980s. It not only conveys informati
about fashion, health, sex, and lifestyles; it also portrays idealized notions ofrffhode
identities and ways of life for Chinese readers—the need for social mothétgtruggle for

individual self-determination, and the pursuit of non-traditional careers. Whiledhe ol
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ideology is constantly being eroded as people seek new lifestyles—and walyete dcose
lifestyles—from various sources, it is important to investigate how womesn pegtrayed in
this new era when people are trying to erase from memory the “radesaylé”’ before the

economic revolution and are said to be “seeking new values.”

Women’s magazines function as a window into the real world of women. Through
these publications, women gain insights and are taught what is expected of thehey.e
learn what it is to be a woman). McRobbie (1996) argues that magazines seek to further
consolidate and fix an otherwise unstable sense of both self and gender (as citeann Cur
1996, p. 193); women’s magazines help create a culture of femininity where wonadteare
to at least share common experiences. These magazines provide readersmgi¢ghod s
community, comfort, and pride in identity as they promote a feminine culture ane defi

shape the woman’s world (McRobbie, 2000, p. 69).

By investigating the influence of culture on the portrayal of women in magazines
published in different eras, this study provides a macro-level picture of thistraason
and continuity of women'’s roles in Chinese society. If magazines provide insitghts
people’s socialization strategies, and if such strategies can indeedsoulsly influence
and embody readers’ perceptions of themselves, their peers, and the social aatl materi
world, then this study provides a longitudinal look at these potential effects. Thisastud
differentiate itself to previous study by offering empirical evidefioce¢he influence of
culture and sub-cultures within a society on media content; by providing genansg¢pich
framings of women’s portrayal across time in Chinese history; by pregehé conflicting

and consistencies of discourse over three historical epochs.
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CHAPTER 2

LITERATURE REVIEW AND THEORETICAL FRAMEW  ORK

Culture Defined

In 1874, Tylor (1924), credited with launching the discipline of anthropology, defined
culture as “that complex whole which includes knowledge, beliefs, argle) laws, customs,
and any other capabilities and habits acquired thye. members of a society” (p. 12). In the
1940s, Malinowski (1945) proposed that cultural manifestations represent a group’s response
to basic problems of human existence: distributing tasks and resources, matoighesga
laws and justice, and educating children, among others. What differentiatesitome from
another is the form of institutions developed to deal with these universal problems.
Trompenaars and Hampden-Turner (1998) see culture as “nothing more than the way in
which groups have organized themselves over the years to solve the problems angkshallen

presented to them” (p. 54).

To Schein (1991), a given group’s culture reflects “what that group has learned in
solving problems in its own history. A different group that has had different problems and
experience will...have a culture with different content” (p. 181). He explainSithidie
process of learning to solve problems come the beliefs and values that represetimse
about how things are (beliefs) and statements of how things ought to be (values)” (p. 249).
These shared beliefs and values can be manifested through what Schéantifatits,”

which include language, literature, and artwork.

The Dimensions of Culture: The Group and the Grid
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There are a limited number of universally shared problems, which Douglas (1982)
calls “themes.” To her, themes “can be identified in every culture, anchtéhkey to the
character, structure and direction of the specific culture is to be sougktnature,
expression, and interrelationship of these themes” (p. 184). Douglas (1982) codidtvacte
dimensions of problems that human beings face. According to her, these problems can be
categorized as involving the relationship between the individual and the group (or
individualism versus collectivism) and the relationship of the individual to authoritylés
versus relationships). She refers to the dimension of individuation as the “grid” and the
dimension of social incorporation as the “group.” She asserts that the groupdand gri
dimensions are adequate to capture the variability of an individual’s involvemsmtial

life (Figure 1).

Strong Group

A

Weak Gride

v

Strong Grid

v

Weak Group

Fig. 1. The grid-group dimensions of culture (Douglas, 1982)

The grid suggests “the cross-hatch of rules to which individuals are subject in the
course of their interaction...At the strong end, there are visible rules about sgdceea

related to social roles; at the other end, near zero, the formal classificates &nd finally
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vanishes” (p. 192). In other words, in a strong grid society, there are stricthrateggovern
people’s behavior, leaving little space for the individual to transact acrossFoe example,
in a strong grid society, women do not compete in a predominantly men sphere for time,
space, or jobs; strong grid systems have specialized roles for womeme#k grid society,

people are free to behave as they wish.

In the strong group society, “individual behavior is subject to controls exeroisied i
name of the group” (Douglas, 1982, p. 206) while in the weak group society, personal
interests are accorded greater importance than the needs of the group. Inslisikiud
after themselves and tend to ignore group interests. The opposite of individualism,
collectivism, occurs when the demands and interests of groups take precedetice over
desires and needs of individuals. Collectivists look out for the wellbeing of the gooups t
which they belong even if such actions sometimes require that personal snbverest
subordinated or even disregarded (Wagner, 1995). Parsons and Shils (1951) further
distinguish between individualism and collectivism. To them, “individualism ewisén
individuals are able to pursue private interests irrespective of their pearithe interests of
others; collectivism occurs when obligations toward the collective wellbegngllawed to

supersede the pursuit of personal gains” (p. 175).

In short, individualistic cultures emphasize the goals of the individual over thg, grou
whereas collectivistic cultures stress group over individual goals (Tsiab@8) In
individualistic cultures, individuals tend to assume responsibility only for thenssahae
their immediate family. In collectivistic cultures, individuals tend to belong-tgroups that

look after them in exchange for the individuals’ loyalty. In-groups are “groupsagle
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about whose welfare one is concerned, with whom one is willing to cooperate without
demanding equitable returns, and the separation from whom leads to discomfort or even

pain” (Triandis, 1988, p. 75).

Cultural Changes in China

Although Mao’s Cultural Revolution did its best to combat individualization, the
failure of the collectivist economic policy of the 1960s ushered a renewed figsi
individualism. At this time, sociologists suggest that the Chinese people returnate pr
pursuits and paid more attention to family obligations. Meanwhile, various interests groups
never gave up the struggle for greater freedom of speech despite the Corarpist
incessant efforts at thought reform and the remolding of ideology. It coulddpesuhf
therefore, that in the pre-Cultural Revolution era (1949-1966), Chinese society was more

individualistic.

The pre-Revolution era is also believed to be a more class-conscious societyd a per
of time when traditional religious beliefs and social customs (i.e., strongngatriand an
emphasis on hierarchy) reigned supreme (Meisner, 1999). At that time jd ikegathe

family dominated the individual, age dominated youth, and men dominated women.

Because of the lack of internal role differentiation during the Cultural Reésolut
(equality and similarity among individuals were overly emphasized),tgdtae to deal with
arduous conflicts and lengthy decision-making processes. Therefore, Cluciesg can be
said to have moved from the strong grid to the weak grid as it transitioned from the pre-

Cultural Revolution to the Cultural Revolution era.

www.manaraa.com



13

Today, entrepreneurial impulses unleashed by decentralization and cornnatian
raise hopes for greater individualism, although social stratificationinsnadeeply rooted in

the Chinese way of life (Meisner, 1999).

It can be inferred that the pre- and post-Cultural Revolution eras are chaeattsyri
a great deal of conflicts and contradictions among the different culturethpbsed
Chinese society. During the Cultural Revolution, because of highly oppressiveapolit
regulations, political ideology dominated the public discourse; other voices ivene e
marginalized or completely eliminated. Were these ideological clagmsted in how

magazines framed women and their role in society?

Framing Theory

Entman (1993) suggested the idea of “framing” as a theoretical framevioldntify
the factors which shape the content of media and which influence the effect of
communication on audiences. For him, framing essentially involves selection iandesal
“To frame is to select some aspects of a perceived reality and makentbrensalient in a
communication text in such a way as to promote a particular problem definitisa ca
interpretation, moral evaluation, and/or treatment recommendation forrindetgcribed” (p.
52). This definition suggests that media content cannot be a “mirror” which reflects the
“truth” as society sees it. The essential components of medtardc—problem identification,
causal interpretation, moral evaluation and treatment—are produced accordirigito ce

overarching frames.
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Because China is experiencing tremendous change in the economic, political, and
cultural fronts, it can be surmised that the frames present in the Chinese ragdia m
complicated and even contradictory. Although McQuail (2000) indicates that therretep
between mass media behavior and other changes taking place in societynslstit, it can
be assumed that the Chinese media behavior is more likely an outcometwdriges in

government policy as part of the evolving culture.

The government since the 1990s has been increasingly concerned about how to guide
public opinion through the state-controlled media. To do so with greater efficiehes, it
restricted direct foreign investments in the media, among other control me&@uwre2q03).
According to theRules for the Implementation of the Law of the People’s Republic of China
on Foreign-Capital Enterprisajo foreign-controlled organization shall be established in the
following trades: the press, publications, broadcasting, television, and film. troaddi
private foreign investors can hold shares of Chinese media enterprises noetb4txce

percent of total capitalization (Zhu, 2003).

Ideology, Culture and the Media

In any investigation of culture’s influence on media content, another factor needs to
be taken into consideration: ideology. Because the media are always seehhasadtseand
tongues” (Chan, 2007) of the government, the Communist Party’s ideology has alway
exerted a direct influence on media content. By extension then, this influence must have

affected the depiction of women in magazines.
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Williams (1977) defines ideology as a “relatively formal and articdlagestem of
meanings, values and beliefs of a kind that can be abstracted as a ‘worldvidas®r
outlook™ (p. 109). According to Becker (1984), ideology “governs the way we perceive our
world and ourselves; it controls what we see as ‘natural’ or ‘obvious.’ Idedagy
integrated set of frames of reference through which each of us seeslthanebto which all
of us adjust our actions” (p. 69). Questions of ideology center on how diverse groups with
conflicting interests “hang together” in a society. As Gouldner (1976) ptitdaology
assumes special importance as a symbolic mechanism through which thesiofelestrse
social strata may be integrated. Through the sharing of it, several dontratanaise enabled
to make compatible responses to changing social conditions” (pp. 230-231). In short,
according to Shoemaker and Reese (1996), ideology is “a symbolic mechartiserntba as

a cohesive and interacting force in society” (p. 152).

The media’s ability to define issues, topics and situations gives them ideological
power (Shoemaker and Reese, 1996). The nature of ideology as a social integration
mechanism and the related social control function of the media suggest that thalswdi
must function to maintain coherence in a society. To integrate societabkistahe media
define views and values as falling within the bounds of acceptability, wheleas ate read

out of legitimacy.

According to the Chinese Communist Party’s media policy, “the media should
enhance social stability and boost people’s morale” (Chan, 2007, p. 45). Before and during
the Cultural Revolution, the media were called upon to serve ideological goatsdig to

Mao, the role of newspapers, in particular, was to “bring the party prograrparty line,
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the party’s general and specific policies, its tasks and methods of work bieé masses in
the quickest and most extensive way” (Chan, 2007, p. 47). In other words, the press was
expected to “move public opinioddzao yuluhin support of the state’s political line and

policies” (p. 548).

Chan (2007) claims that the Community Party has shed the old media policy of
“suppressing” public opinion in favor of the more flexible principle of “guiding” public
opinion today. This policy ostensibly provides more room for people to express their
concerns. According to this new policy, the media are expected to discuss thepootant
social problems and advance social issues, which means that their main furtctisupigort
development initiatives and enhance national stability. This policy has opened therdoor fo

publications such as fashion magazines that shift attention away from politics.

To effectively guide public opinion in today’s China, the media should get as close as
possible to the daily lives of ordinary people. A party leader warns thathtadsls, humbug
and empty talk” will erode people’s trust in the press (Chan, 2007, p. 189). Since the 1990s,
the media have been encouraged to cover people’s concerns, including fashion, emotional
problems, family issues, sports, and entertainment. This may also be one ofdhs vdas
the Chinese government allowed some measure of foreign and private capitad imedia

industry.

Shoemaker and Reese (1996) explain the relationship between ideology and culture.
According to them, “ideology works through existing values and should not be considered a
alien belief system imposed on an inhospitable host culture” (p. 213). The premise of the

current study is that culture helps shape media content. Culture is defined patterns of
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meaning embodied in symbolic forms, including actions, utterances and meaninggtd obje

of various kinds by virtue of which individuals communicate with one another and share their
experience, conceptions and beliefs” (Shoemaker and Reese, 1996, p. 213). Thus, although
both culture and ideology are concerned with meaning, ideology is connected to class
interests. As applied in framing, according to Entman (1993),”culture is tHeatoc

commonly invoked frames. In fact, culture might be defined as the empiricalyndérable

set of common frames exhibited in the discourse and thinking of people or social groupings”
(p- 53). As China undergoes tremendous socioeconomic and cultural transformation, little

work has examined the influence of cultural changes on media content.

The Changing Role of Women in China

Before the Cultural Revolution (1949-1966)

“Ideology tends to be seen as inevitably selective and potentially mislgaaligges
Johnston (2008, p. 54). According to him, ideology is often portrayed by the dominant
sectors of society as natural and desirable, and is used tohmaslethanisms of oppression.
Davin (1975) points out that “although the major theoretical articles on women padualgice
the Chinese Communist Party show considerable variation in approach and emphasis, t
have in common as a basis for analysis the proposition that the special oppression of women
arises from their being divorced from productive labor” (p. 363). Engels’ (19723 thes
constitutes the best-known passage about women in China. He posits that the emancipation
of women and their equality with men is impossible, and remains so, as long as women are
excluded from social production and restricted to domestic labor. Thus, “the eatemcqd

women becomes feasible only when women are enabled to take part extensiveBl in soci
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production” (p. 221). Heeding this advice, the Communist Party moved to include women
into the labor force to promote gender equality. As the speeches at the FosaiNat
Women’s Congress proclaimed, the tasks of the newly organized All-China Dé&mocra
Women'’s Federation centered on women workers, and that whenever possible, watkers a
their dependents should be organized to become producers as well as corduonggu

funil diyi ci quanguo daibiao dahui,949). The magazines of that time exhibited model
urban women workers as exemplars (Chen, 2003). There is evidence to suggesrat
responded to this policy positively. For example,@iéna Daily (1957) published a letter

from a reader blatantly saying that people, in general, “despise plain houséwives

However, there are other views at play during the pre-Cultural Revolutiomera
conferences, discussions considered how wives could best maintain their husbanés’ moral
and preserve their strength for their jobs by protecting them from the probleomseat
(Zhigong jiashu gongzuo jingyah956). A good housewife, according to a magazine article,
does everything to keep her husband happy at home. For example, if he likes fredilesegeta
“she should shop for them twice a day, just before each meal” (Cusack, 1958, p. 45). Such a

wife conforms closely to the ideal and should be singled out for emulation.

A series of fashion and beauty features that appeaimen of Chinan 1955 can
be seen as part of the same broad movement to “feminize” women (Davin, 1975) because the
female body was always associated with the liberation of women prescrityegl\sturing
that era. For instance, the author of a 185PZhongguo Funarticle about China’s first
woman train dispatcher, Sun Xiaoju, extolled her exemplary deeds but began Qyirgscri

her physique. He wrote: “From her stalwart body [and] robust arms, | saarthef new
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China’s women” (Chen, 2003, p. 274). Thus, efforts to “liberate” women from traditional
roles co-existed with notions of women as a traditional homebody during the Cultural

Revolution.

Some researchers, however, have noticed the preponderance of mentions about the
policy to subject women to the service of the party during that period. For exaropienw
were told that eliminating wasteful practices in the household contributes tditheaha
economy in an article published in tA@men of Chin&n 1955. Such an article is part of the
campaign to give housewives a sense of purpose and value, and to link their work to the
cause of socialist construction (Davin, 1975). The party was seen as the saxoaresf. In
another story, women were described as being guided by the Communist Pahigricee

their contributions to society. It began:

Liang Jun was very familiar with production work. With the help of the school
principal and teachers, she began to understand what type of political party the
Chinese Communist Party was, the relationship between youth and the nation, and
why she should continue to study hard. [The goal is that] in the future, she should

contribute her efforts to the nation, and her thoughts would progress quickly (p. 175).

As Chen (2003) commented, women'’s presence in the workplace in the 1950s arose
from the policy of equality between men and women, the need for woman labor, and the
desire of women to work outside the home. The first two were men-directed, butdhe thir
included “women as active subjects who produced the conditions for their own libefation
273). The exhortation that “women will succeed through their own efforts” was @néval

interviews with woman model workers (Chen, 2003).
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As such, in the pre-Cultural Revolution era, notions of collectivism and individualism
worked together—perhaps toward opposite ends—to spur changes in women'’s roles. In
contrast, the picture during the Cultural Revolution was much simpler and left no doubt

about the role of women.

During the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976)

During the Cultural Revolution, women were actively inducted into the public labor
force and were immersed into the highly politicized nature of life. At tms,tthe drive
toward gender equality was implemented to the extreme; the former divisveeeepublic
and domestic spheres was removed. Femininity or any assertion of a femintitg wias
rejected (Wallis, 2006). State propaganda featured the strong, brave, and ligeskiilead
“iron girls.” Showing interest in love or sex was treated either as “diuaeressions of a
warped mind” or as “evidence of bourgeois individualism and are thus detrimertal to t
collective welfare” (Evans, 1997, p. 107). Yang (1999) called this phenomenon “gender

erasure” Xingbie muoshp

Influenced by the dominant ideology of that time, the media adopted a special
discourse when talking about women. Glasser (1997) investigated the images of women in
magazines published from the 1960s to 1991 and found that before the advent of economic
reforms, Chinese women were generally portrayed as “self-assuretsteordy.” In Eber’s
1976 study, images of highly committed rigid model workers were common. Gender
oppression was supposedly to be removed with gender differences. Therefogethaurin
Cultural Revolution, women were said to have been liberated from the “old evilomatlit

that did not bring freedom but oppression.
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In accordance with Mao’s often-repeated adage that “women hold up half the sky
Chinese women were expected to play an active role in building the nation (Wallis, 2006).
Until Mao’s death in 1976, women'’s patriotic role was articulated clearlynmstef their
economic, political, and social responsibilities. The state-run media dutiépityted and
portrayed their part in economic production. A key aspect of this era was that walieen r
on the state for their status although some political analysts opined that debptjded
cultural and structural impediments to true equality were never elidifRtey, 1997,

Stacey, 1983; Wolf, 1985).

As a consequence, the personal aspects of women'’s lives (as mothers, daughters, and
wives) were ignored or promptly neglected by the press. Magazines, foplexa
overemphasized public workplaces and dismissed the private domestic reasef(Gla97).
Ironically, however, because the fate of women was always secondary to tieanafion,
the improvement of their status was often deferred whenever it threaterslfire wf the
state politically or economically (Riley, 1997). Personal considerations had fetein
give way to the thought and person of Mao who presented himself as the embodiment of the
popular will (Meisner, 1977). It could be inferred, therefore, that the Cultural &Rexol
media were commanded to convey extreme collectivist values and eliminate gender

differences.

During the days of reform (late 1970s to date)

China began to transform itself from a centrally planned to a market-driven economy
in the late 1970s. The country also opened its doors to foreign investors. Not only did foreign

commodities and capital entered the Chinese market; Western lisestyesalues
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challenged the revolutionary ideology that had dominated China for 30 years. As Wang
(2006) indicated, reforms in technological and economic domains unexpectedly shifted the

existing social order and impinged on people’s ways of thinking:

A number of recent studies on students’ job selection criteria have provided
indicators of value changes on college campuses in China, consistently
showing the prevalence of an awakened individualism, manifested as an
emphasis on individual happiness, heightened self-awareness and a stronger
sense of independence along with an overwhelming concern for individual
well-being and a certain negligence of other people’s interests... Tiuelsess
have also consistently shown that accompanying this expanded individualism,
there exists a fast-growing materialism, functionalism, utilitésia and

consumerism (p. 234).

Although these changes in character were believed to be the result of the absorpti
of capitalist values, young people were observed to have imbibed only one-sided Western
ideas. Bai (1998), for example, points out that few college students thought about fairness

and equality “while focusing on competition and efficiency” (p. 5).

Xu (2007) assumes that consumer values during this period became the core of
people’s convictions. According to Wei and Pan (1999), “since 1979, China has been
engaged in a reform program to reorient its economy toward establishing a eonsum
market...Shortly after the Tiananmen crackdown and with tacit officialleagement,
public energy has been channeled into an unprecedented wave of entrepreneurial and

consumption activities” (p. 77). The authors found that people who are younger, better
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educated and financially better off were the main bearers of these coistwalees. To
obtain a better life instead of serving the country became the ultimatefdoday’s women

(Wei and Pan, 1999).

In this climate of neoliberalism, women were observed to uphold gender differences
as a reaction against the suppression of gender during the Cultural Revolution (Evans, 2002)
so that the “modern” woman now adheres to a blend of traditional and Western stahdards
physical beauty and feminine ways (Rofel, 1999). The current images of €ioggen in
advertising and the media in general have become increasingly sexualizedsantepre

exaggerated notions of femininity as ideals to strive for (Evans, 2002).

However, while Chinese women have improved the quality of their lives, there is als
evidence that unemployment has increased and the income gap between men and women,
particularly in rural areas, has widened. Some women even began to agree that, tmgn ar
nature, more able than women or that society is governed by men while women supervise t
household (Wallis, 2006). After nearly four decades of Communist Party indoctrination,

women are now showing a tendency to return to so-called traditional women'’s roles.

Not much work has been done to analyze how Chinese women are portrayed in
today’s media. Glasser (1993) observes that compared to the rapid and radges chan
society, changes in the images of women in the media are obvious but relatively slow
Johnestone (2008) suggests that “one of the ways in which discourse is shaped has to do with
what people expect to say or hear, write or see in a given context and howpeetyitto
sound or look...We select certain aspects of discourse as repeatable wholes, andewve re

text-building strategies and styles that others have used to build new me#pirkg?).
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Thus, the present study examines the extent to which the conflicting values aral cult
clashes in today’s Chinese society can be discerned from the frames nmgaeitediscuss
women’s roles in society. In summary, as today’s women embrace individ@adesm the
media are now increasingly depicting gender differences. In DoydR@82) parlance,
modern China is seemingly fashioning a society characterized by weakeragrd stronger

grid.

Considering the diverse and sometimes contradictory roles assigned to worhen by t
state and the mixed perspectives that characterize specific eras isegdhistery, it is

pertinent to ask:

RQ1: What were the most dominant roles for women portrayed in the magazines

published during these three eras?

RQ2: How was gender portrayed in the magazines published before, during and after

the Cultural Revolution?

RQ3: How were these roles portrayed by the magazines published duringhthese t

periods in Chinese history?
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CHAPTER 3

METHOD

To study how cultural changes influenced the portrayal of women in Chinese
magazines published in different eras, a content analysis and discourseanaiyg
employed. The impact of cultural and other social changes in the country on thggiatr
women were expected to be reflected in the content of women’s magazinesithatnt at

three different time periods.

The Study Design

A quantitative content analysis and a qualitative or discourse analysis ofgome
magazines from three eras—before the Cultural Revolution (1949-1965), during thelCultura
Revolution (1966-1976), and after the Cultural Revolution (1976 to date)—were conducted.
Articles that discussed women, including specific personalities, theajjeoke of women,
their achievements, their concerns, lifestyles, their careers, gehelgrand how women
deal with work and family were selected for analysis. Articlesditahot directly portray
women but offered suggestions about how women readers can develop and nurture their
relationships with men, children, family members and kin were included forsamalyne
sample also included stories about romance, fashion, and tips about how to manage the
household. Fictional stories that featured women characters were alsbtparsample. The

sample did not include advertisements.

The unit of analysis is the complete article although the study was liraited t

analysis of the text.
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The Sample

Elle is a monthly magazine that has been in circulation in China since 1988; all issues
released from 1998 to 2008 constituted the sampling frame for this particularimeagaz
stratified random sampling strategy was applied to arrive at the dtuaiiesere analyzed.
According to Lacy, Riffe and Randle (1998), stratified random sampling is a fficrent
means of attaining a representative sample of monthly consumer magazinesamipéng
from a ten-year period, they observed that a constructed year is maenetind produces
more accurate results than 20 randomly selected issues. To arrive at a tsxhggacof 12
issues, an issue per month was randomly selected. Therefore, 12 issues freansteveye
assembled from which an issue per month was randomly drawn. The Chinese editien of

contains an average of 68 articles per issue.

Women of Chinavent in circulation in the 1930s apdblished 12 issues per year.
All available issues from 1949 to 1965 constituted the sampling frame for thisineagaz
From the 17-year timeframe, two issues per month were randomly selectedae@ia24
issues that comprised the sub-sample of articles from this magazine. TheeGdditmn of

Women of Chinasually contains about 40 articles per issue.

Rosy Dawrwas published in 1975 and 1974l 18 issues from the two years of

circulation were analyze®osy Dawrcontains an average of 25 articles per issue.

Definition of Variables

The overarching research question this study attempts to answer isela the

difference among the magazines published in each of the three time peremssiot the
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way they depicted femininity and the role of women? This study aims to companecihe t
publications in terms of: (1) the portrayal of the feminine gender (e.g., suborimaén or
equal to men) (2) the roles of women in society (e.g., as productive participgmédabor
force and active members of the state, as predominantly circumscribed in theticdspteere,
as individuals), and (3) the ways in which femininity and women'’s roles were e picthe
magazines as shown by narrative descriptions and the deployment of framirgs devic

those descriptions.

The quantitative part of this content analysis threshed out the definitions of feynininit
and/or gender as well as women'’s roles based on manifest and latent content asked in
Questions 1 and 2. From the literature, this study adopts the following operationgilcshefi

of terms.

With respect to women'’s roles, stories that show women as having respoesibilit
primarily within the domestic sphedisplayed frames that exhort and urge women to stay at
home to take care of children, support their husbands, and take care of extended family
members. Women are depicted as or are encouraged to be dutiful housewives, mothers,
daughters or aunts. Such articles may talk about a woman exemplar or majvgieeoa

how to be successful in exclusively domestic roles.

Women as workers or laboremsfers to notionshat women share the same rights as
men, including the right to earn a living. Articles that framed women in this moteueage
them to divorce themselves from the traditional confines of the home, to get jobs, and to be
economically independent. These articles may portray women models at workggiee

on how to perform better in their jobs or how to deal with problems at work, or may offer
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suggestions about how they can acquire skills to be prepared for future cardesstdle,
women are asked to be in the service of the state at the expense of sdfsni®omen’s

contributions to the country or to any collective are extolled

Women as individuais a frame demonstrated by articles that encourage women to
pursuendividual goals regardless of whether they are to serve the statefamihe This
frame involves encouraging women to achieve personal goals even though theae may
contrary to the expectations of society. Those who are successful in whaegveo tare
admired. In these articles, women are exhorted to enjoy life on their ows {Enese
articles attribute women’s success to their own ability and hard work, suggthat they

are active and powerful agents of social change.

In this studywomen are said to be feminizetien gender differences are
emphasized. In this sense, this magazine frame portrays women as phgigieaént from
men (e.g., women are not as physically strong), are given advise on fashioestytt)ifnd
are encouraged to be beautiful and attractive following a predominantly suberdilea
Articles that use this frame give advice on how to be involved in a healthy romantic

relationship, and how to deal with the opposite sex, among others.

Women as masculinizedeans women are portrayed as equal to men in physical
aspects, attributes and capability. Articles that employed this fraayesnggest that women
are as strong as men, think like men, and do not have to beautify themselves for whatever
purpose. These articles may also posit or imply that women and men can get dlong we

without tension.
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Question 3 was examined through discourse analysis. In this qualitative part,
adjectives, presuppositions, labels, stances and other linguistic structurestamd #lyat are
ideologically associated with specific persons and groups were saedtiisipecial attention
was paid to the adjectives used to describe women’s characters and rolesvdiusswere
also used to describe ideal roles or lifestyles in specific circumstahoasding to
Bucholtz and Hall (2005), identity relations emerge from the interaction of segktad
processes, including: “(1) the overt mention of identity categories, labédlslescriptions; (2)
presuppositions regarding one’s own or other’s identity positions; (3) displayecgwal
orientation (stance) to ongoing talk; and (4) the use of structures and systéaret

ideologically associated with specific persons and groups” (p. 594).

Besides adjectives, labels are the most obvious way of describing wawiesd~or
example, a woman could be referred to as “a housewife” or “a CEO.” Anotheggtfar
positioning women in certain roles is presupposition. In many articles, women are
encouraged to consume fashionable clothes and cosmetics for whatever purpose. Du Bois
(2002) characterizes stance as social action: “I evaluate somethingeeetythosition
myself, and align or disalign with you” (p. 595). Discourse analysis was usea:tonahet

the ways women'’s roles were portrayed in the narratives.

Coding Protocols and Intercoder Reliability

Two coders, including the author, were trained on the coding protocols. A pilot study
wasconducted in which 10 percent of the sample articles was randomly selected and
independently coded by the two coders. The codebook and the coding instructions were

revised based on the results of the pilot test. This procedure was repeghu intércoder
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reliability of at least 80 percent for each of the nominal variables outlb@davas

achieved.

Reliability is the extent to which a measuring procedure yields the ismuks on
repeated trials (Carmines & Zeller, 1979). Intercoder reliabilityagaessed by computing
for the percent agreement between the two coders, which is the number of agokenheht

by the total number of measures. The formula for percent agreement apphedsitudy is:

Percent agreement = _number of agreement between two coders

total number of units the two coders coded

Table 1 lists the variables coded in this study and the intercoder reliabiligvadhi
for each of these variables. The percentages of agreement achieved indi¢hee tha

intercoder reliabilities are well within the parameters acceptablsotial science research.

Variable name Variable label Values % agreement
Magazine Magazine that published the stoty Wbmen of China 100
2=Rosy Dawn
3=Elle
Year Year article was published XXXX 100
Author Author of the article String variable 100
Length Length of article in number of 100
words
Rolel Women are portrayed as having | 0= absent 90
roles primarily within the domesti¢ 1= present
sphere
Role2 Women are portrayed as workers 0= absent 80
or laborers in the service of the | 1= present
state
Role3 Women are encouraged to pursyeO= absent 85
their own personal goals, includingl= present
their role as family members.
Genderl Women are “feminized” 0= absent 85
1= present
Gender2 Women are portrayed as equal to0= absent 95
men (gender equality is stressed) 1= present

Table 1. Intercoder reliability for quantitative and nominal variables
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CHAPTER 4

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The general purpose of this study is to determine and compare the frames used by
women’s magazines published in three periods of Chinese history that portrayayehder
women’s roles in society. The cultural attributes that prevailed in thes=eépochs were
expected to be reflected in the frames employed by these magazinesiteedgsmen’s
roles and gender. Three magazines were seléatenien of Chinaepresented women’s
magazines published before the Cultural RevolutRosy Dawrwas published during the
Cultural Revolution, and the Chinese edition of the fashion mageiime/as picked to
represent post-Cultural Revolution China. Content and discourse analyses wektappl
analyze the frames and the framing devices the articles employed iditiceissions of

women’s roles and gender.

Content Analysis

The sample

A total of 602 articles about women published from 1949 to 2008 were collected from
the three magazine®f these, 236 were froMomen of Chine€)8 came fronRosy Dawn

and 268 were published Hile.

The articles dealt with a number of topics related to women, but the majority
discussed problems or conflicts women face in their families, careers, raodae
relationships. A number of these articles talked about women’s goals, punsudseams;

gave suggestions regarding what clothes or cosmetics to wear; nafeastories or specific
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events in women’s lives; and described role models or persons who have scoredrgxempla

or outstanding achievements.

Rosy Dawngirculated during the Cultural Revolutigoblished the longest stories in
terms of number of words. The mean length of the articles that saw print ineiijgz ime
was 4,329 words (range: 100 to 10,000 words). The average length of the articles published
in Women of Chinavas1,332 words (range: 80 to 6,000 words)Elle, the average of

length of stories was 1,091 words (range: 45 to 9,000 words).

The wide variance in story length indicates a vast array of stories apdygtes. In
Women of Chinastraight news, feature stories, in-depth reports, and reader’s letters wer
published to discuss problems, portray exemplary women, and give lifestyle suggesti
This pre-Cultural Revolution magazine contained more true stories and reahpsobles
articles inRosy Dawrwere longer than the stories in its two counterparts because the
magazine published mostly fiction stories that described imagined or ideaiede@hort
poems were also commonfRosy Dawnin Elle, interviews and feature stories described
women'’s careers, love lives, or family concerns. More images capturednuegmerging

fashion styles. No news reports were founélie.

To get a sense of the source of these stories, the author @regelehwas determined.
The author of 56 articles published Wiomen of Chinavas not specified. Of the articles
with bylines or taglines, 122 authors were women and 52 were men,; the gender diaix aut
cannot be ascertained from the Chinese characters used. Thirteen autharesf arti
published inrRosy Dawrwere missing, but 20 were written by women and 63 were penned

by men. These figures indicate a much larger proportion of men writBasinDawnThe
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gender of two authors was difficult to discern. The author’'s name was omitted iicBkar
from Elle. Of the articles with detectible authois5 were women and 34 were men. The

gender of 18 authors cannot be ascertained.

Frames depicting women’s roles

RQ1 asks: What were the most dominant roles for women portrayed in the magazines
published during these three eras? A limited number of women'’s roles was fobadhree
magazines. A quantitative analysis of the articles elicited three noégsr (1) women’s
roles as primarily within the domestic sphere, (2) women as workers orr&batside the
home, and (3) womesas individuals. Examples that demonstrate the use of each of these role

or role frames are described below:

Stories that show women as having rgdasarily within the domestic sphere
includes frames that exhorted women to stay at home to take care of children, gwgoport
husbands, and look after extended family members. Women were depicted as or were
encouraged to be dutiful housewives, mothers, daughters or aunts. Such articlelseglso tal
about women exemplars or gave advice on how to be successful in fulfilling dochess:

and responsibilities.

The following are examples of how this frame was used:

In the first few years after the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949,
discussions about life in the “new China” abound. Magazine writers introduced tligrgea

to outstanding housewives:
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Jun is a mother of two who works in a spin mill. She works well and takes good care
of her family. In her spare time, she sews clothes and makes dinner for Her fami

She is a model of the new woman in the new Chilanjen of Chinal949).

In a column called “How to be a new woman in the new Chinagusewife wrote to

the magazine’s editor:

| want to be a good housewife. | draw up plans for everyday work at home as |
guarantee that the basic needs of my family are met. lasaneich as money as | can.
| try to be friends with my kids. We help each other in the neighborhdodhen of

China, 1955).

In the mid-1950s, more articlesWdomen of Chinatarted to deal with the dilemma

of balancing career and family. In a column titled “What womaiiyr@vant,” a reader wrote:

| got married in 1955 and had my first baby in the second year of my marriage. Since
the birth of the baby, | can no longer focus on my job; | always think about the baby.
| worry that my mother cannot take good care of him. I'm afraid the baby is not

healthy enough. | don’t wish to leave the baby even for a while (1963).

In Elle, celebrity interviewees often talked abdlir role adousewives. A famous

actress, Zhang Bozhi from Hong Kong, expressed her desire to faisdya

A career is not the goal of my life—I want to get married. When | meet ightR

will quit my job and stay at home to take care of my babies (2004).

www.manaraa.com



35

The framewomen as workers or laborermsfers to notionghat women share the same
rights as men, including the right to earn a living. Articles that framedenamthis role
encourage them to divorce themselves from the traditional confines of the home, to get jobs
so that they can be economically independent. These articles may portray wadels at
work, give advice on how to perform better in their jobs or how to deal with problems at
work, or may offer suggestions about how they can acquire skills to be prepared for future
careers. In this role, women were asked to be in the service of the statexqiehse of self-

interests. Women'’s contributions to the country or to the collective were extolled

The following are examples of how this frame was employed:

An editorial inWomen of Chinaalled on women to participate in the labor force:

We should try to participate in public labors to serve the people and the country. Our

labor is a powerful engine that stimulates the development of the country (1954).

The same frame was used by readers who wrote to express their desire tovee invol

in public works. One wrote:

Career is more important than family. We should devote more time to serve the

people but not at the expense of our own relationghip49).

In Rosy Dawna young woman character in a fictional story titled “Green Fields wa

praised for her diligence and hard work. Talking about her dreams to a friend, sheethtima
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Our war heroes devoted their lives to liberate the country. How can we contribute
more? | have decided to emulate these heroes and look at difficulties theraselves

the enemy. | will devote my youth to the advancement of the country (1975).

In Rosy Dawnpoems sang praises for women labor volunteers. According to one

verse:

These women work without pay. Why are they still so passionate? It is belvayse t

are here to serve the people (1975).

Women as individuals a frame demonstrated in articles that encouraged women to
pursuendividual goals, whether it is to serve the state or their families. Worasnwrged
to achieve personal ambitions even though these may ran counter to the goals and
expectations of society. Those who succeeded at work or any activity warecadmthese
articles, women were exhorted to enjoy life on their own terms. Thesesditibuted
women’s success to their own ability and hard work, suggesting that women aeeadti

powerful agents of social change.
This frame was exemplified in the following excerpts:
In a forum about what women want\Wiomen of Chinga teacher muses

| just read about a discussion regarding what women want to achieve in their lives. |
think women can find happiness outside the family. | am a teacher; | am always
happy when I’'m teaching. When | look at the faces of young children desiring for

knowledge, | am moved (1963).
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A famous entertainer, Zhong Chuhong from Hong Kong, Elésin an interview:

| find theentertainment industry too horrible. | will never allow my child to work in
this industry. You have to work very hard to be successful in entertainment circles.
When | encounter difficulties, | cry in the bathroom and then try to have a good
night’s sleep. Despite the difficulties, | feel | have become stroniereach passing
year. | will never change any aspect of myself just to cater to Hied®f others. |

want to be who | really am (2004).

Qing, a successful fashion designer, was describEtldms a woman who lost but

eventually regained her inspiration. She narrates in an interview:

A friend of mine left her job for three years. During that time, she traagiddook a

lot pictures. She said she needed time to think about her whole life. She made me
realize what | need so | packed and traveled alone. During my journey, |
rediscovered my love for nature, for life, and for humanity. It was an expetigatce

inspires me to this very dgg2004).

The frames used to describe women’s roles as housewives, jaiolrerds or workers,
and individuals were also coded. As shown in Tabl&@mnen of Chingended to portray
women more as housewives or those whose roles lay primarily within the dospéstie.
Eighty out of 236 articles (33.9%) from this magazine displayed this frame. Imaspirere
were far fewer women portrayed as housewivd®asy Dawr(nine articles out of 98 or

9.2%) ancElle (15 articles out 268 or 5.6%).
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A chi-square test conducted to determine whether the three magazines differed in
terms of their use of this frame shows that the frequency with which thie fr@as used
varied significantly across the three eras. Specifically, women werayedtmore as

housewives in the pre-Cultural Revolution period (Table 2).

The second frame portrayed women as public workers or laborers in the serkiee of t
state. This frame was found more ofterRimsy Dawr(90 out of 98 articles or 91.8%),
followed byWomen of Chingl11 out of 236 or 47%Elle used it only once in its 268
articles (1%). The results of a chi-square test indicate that the frequéhayhich this
frame was used varied significantly across the three eras. Women wlessfaonsidered to
be laborers who should devote their energy toward national service after thelCultura

Revolution (Table 2).

The third frame portrayed women as individuals pursuing personal goals. This frame
did not appear in the magazine of the Cultural RevoluRasy Dawnbut was employed in
almost equal proportions Women of Chin&39%) and irElle (41.4%). The results of a chi-
square test suggest that this frame appeared significantly more frgqnehdse two
magazines than iRosy DawnThat is,women were rarely encouraged to pursue personal

goals and seek personal benefits during the Cultural Revolution (Table 2).

Before the Cultural Revolution, women were most frequently portrayed as public
laborers and workers (47%). This was followed in frequency by the frame thagdhow
women as individuals pursuing their own goals (39%), and the frame depicting women as
housewives (33.9%). The proportion of stories that employed these three frames did not vary

considerably across the three time periods (Table 2).
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In Rosy Dawnthe Cultural Revolution magazine, women were most frequently
portrayed as public laborers who dedicated their lives and the energy of theiroytheh t
wherewithal of the state (91.8%). This is in stark contrast to the use of the houszwée
(9.2%) and the individual frame (0). Most stories about wom&wosy Dawrshowed them

as active members of the work force that is considered to be the backbone of the countr

In Elle, the individual frame was most frequently deployed (41.1%). Women as
housewives was the second most frequently used frame (5.6%), while women as public
workers were rarely seen (0.4%). Compared to its two counterplietsliscussed women’s

roles sparingly.

In a nutshell, women'’s roles were treated differently through time. Bfere
Cultural Revolution, a number of women'’s roles (as housewives, career women, public
servants) can be seen in the magazine pages. During the Cultural Revolution, women as a
source of state labor was emphasized, and personal lives were neglecteticAdatural
Revolution, women as individuals with their own desires and ambitions took precedence over

any other role.

Role frames Women of Rosy Dawn | Elle Total Chi- df Sig.
China square

Housewives, primarily 80 9 15 104 75.696 2 .000

domestic

Workers or laborers in the 111 90 1 202 300.884| 2 .000

service of the state

Individuals with personal | 92 0 111 203 59.887 2 .000

goals

Table 2. Number of stories depicting specific frames about women'’s roles tinree

magazines
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Frames depicting gender

RQ2 asks: How was gender portrayed in the magazines published before, during and
after the Cultural Revolution? A quantitative content analysis conducted toraghgsve
research question produced two dominant frames: (1) women were feminized anthé2) w

as gender- neutral. These frames are described and examples of eaagmdvelgw:

Women were feminizedhen gender differences are emphasized. This frame depicted
women as physically different from men (e.g., women are not as stronggilyysgave
advise on fashion and lifestyle, and encouraged women to be attractive. Antitlaesed
this frame offered recommendations on how to cultivate healthy romantiomsldps, and

how to deal with the opposite sex, among others.

The following are excerpts from articles that demonstrate thisefram

Women of Chingaw itself as a publication that will establish a brand new
relationship between genders. Therefore, women need to be informed more abouemarriag
sex, love and romantic relationships. Given this goal, writers expounded on why women
should resist arranged marriages, how to use contraceptives, and what constitates
relationships, among others. For example, a doctor offers tips on how to have a healthy

sexual life:

Healthy sex makes relationships more harmonious. Contraception is important when
couples are not yet prepared to have children. Thus, this article discusses how to use

pills, condoms, ligation, and other contraceptive methods (1956).
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Other articles taught women how to choose the proper spouse and what an ideal

marriage should be:

Women should not base their marriage on property, wealth or any economic
consideration. Marriage should be the integration of two people who are in love. Only

under that condition can basic desires for love and sex be fulfilled (1949).

Feature stories described the perfect husband-wife relationship. For example
fictional story tells of a soldier who fought the Americans during the Korean(¥850-

1953):

When Dong came back from the [war] front, he was so eager to see his wife, GuiZhen.
When they were finally by themselves, Dong asked Guizhen about her lifehghile
was away. Dong looked at her beautiful big eyes and flushing face, and thought,

“What a beautiful and able girl! I love her so much!” (1953).

In Elle, women were encouraged to enhance their physical attractivenessrfnlcol
and image-laden articles that display clothes, shoes, and other fashion s&Exdssor

example, an article introduces the new skirts for spring 2004 thus:

Shorter and shorter! Short clothes are becoming more and more in vogue. Inspired by

swimsuits, miniskirts should be your first choice this summer (2004).

Women as masculinizésla frame that suggests that women are equal to men in
physical aspects, attributes and capability. Articles that employtrdimme suggest that

women were as strong as men, think like men, and do not have to beautify themselves for
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whatever purpose. These articles also posit or imply that women and men dangetedl

without much tension.
The following examples demonstrate the use of this frame:

Many articles inWomen of Chinadvocate that women are oppressed not because of
physical or intellectual differences between gender, but becaus@pfasssion is inherent

in feudal and capitalist societies. One such story explains:

Are women born to be weaker than men? No! Strong working women in the new
China prove that women are as capable as men. Women can be as rational as men as
long as they participate in public labors. If they have the same opportunityiteerece

education, women can be philosophers, artists, and scientists (1949).

In an article inRosy Dawna writer describes what a woman thought about a man

colleague:

She respects him totally. They have worked and fought for communism togetaer for

long time. They have built their friendship on mutual belief in communism (1975).

This frame was often used to describe women'’s physical appeardrasyiibawn

An author wrote about a woman explorer:

Chen Shiying is a tall strong girl who has short hair. Her fist is as steoadqammer

and her arm is as strong as a man’s (1976).

The number of articles that displayed these gender frames in the tlgaemes is

shown in Table 3. The table suggests that women were more likely to be femiriied in
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(80.2 %) while inRosy Dawngender differences were seldom discussed (1%)/dmen of
China, 39 articles (16.5%) feminized women. The results of a chi-square test irtbeate

women were significantly more feminizedHtie, the post-Cultural Revolution publication

Frames portraying women as masculinized were more commonly folRabin
Dawn (39 out of 98 articles or 39.8%4I his wasfollowed byWomen of Chinghat displayed
the frame in 19.9% of its articleSlle used this frame in only 11 of its 268 articles (4.1%). A
chi-square test reveals significant differences in the frequency witlhwhgframe was

used through time (Table 3).

In Women of Ching39 articles used the feminization frame (16.5%) while 47 of 236
articles portrayed women as masculinized. The disparity became evidentheke figures
were matched against thoseRafsy Dawrnin which 39.8% of the articles portrayed women
as masculinized; only one article feminized women. The distinction betweeamad

women was more apparentitie where215 of 268 articles (80.2ptalked about gender

differences.

Gender frames Women of | Rosy Elle Total Chi- df Sig.
China Dawn square

Women are feminized 39 1 215 255 290470 2 .000

Women are masculinized| 47 39 11 97 71.782 2 .000

Table 3. Number of stories depicting each gender frame in the three magazine

In summary, gender was also treated differently during the three tinoelpelBiefore
and during the Cultural Revolution, masculinity was emphasized. After the Rewplut

women were more feminized.
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The results indicate that Women of Chinahe magazine before the Cultural
Revolution, women were shown in traditional domestic roles as mothers, wives, or daughte
At the same time, a considerable number of articles depicted women as astitgeiiaghe
labor force whose contributions were critical to the construction of a newaQhithese
articles, they were projected as individuals who fight for equal status. I wsleonen were
described as individuals who pursue beauty, love and perfect relationships whilegorki
benefit the state. All three roles (as housewives, as public workers, as indiwderags)sed
with almost equal frequency Women of ChinaGender differences were both stressed and
de-emphasized. Such conflicting frames correspond to the conflicting voiséageat that
time as suggested in the literature review. These contradictions regaadimen’s roles and

gender differences were also evident in the results of the discoursesanalysi

Opposing viewpoints were no longer discernible in the Cultural Revolution magazine,
Rosy Dawnyherein women were portrayed in a simpler way. At that time, women were
mostly described as strong, masculine workers who live and breathe fattheviio were
willing to devote their lives, youth and energy to the whole country. Women as individuals
with personal lives vanished. As women were inducted into the public labor force, the former
division between public and domestic spheres was removed, and any assertion ofne femini

identity was rejected.

The results show that in the reform era or the post-Cultural Revolution period, women
were seen more as independent individuals following the doctrine of individualism that
resonated especially among young people. As was predicted, gender cefenene

emphasized in this neoliberal context. Feminized women dominated the frameas Elted |
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Nearly 80% of the articles published in this magazine urged womenhedosiful, attractive,
and sexy; women should “manage” or take care of romantic relationships. Tiseadova
proportion of frames that saw women as equally capable as men, and women as housewives

who enjoy family life and the protection of their husbands.

Discourse Analysis

RQ3 asks: In what ways were women'’s roles portrayed by the magazinssgaibl
during these three periods in Chinese history? To answer this question, theirmaee-
examined to reveal “sub-frames” or minor themes that fall under each fnzewe category.
The objective is to determine more nuanced differences and similaritiesonrdis@bout

women in the three magazines.

A closer examination of the text reveals seven sub-frames about womes'smdl

three sub-frames about gender. These are listed in Table 4.

Sub-frames depicting women'’s roles

The sub-frames about women'’s roles talked about women amo{grs one of
whose major tasks is their children’s education, (2) housewives responsible f@atidome
chores and family care, (3) married persons balancing family and,q@eedividuals who
juggle priorities between the family and the state, (5) public servants c@ssiul
individuals who have accomplished much in their careers through hard work, (7) people

striving for or pursuing material wealth.

Table 4 clearly shows that women as public servants and as mothers responsible for

their children’s education were the two most emphasized sub-frarésmen of Chinand
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Rosy Dawnbut were absenn Elle. Individuals who deal with conflicts between career and
family was the second most frequently discussed sub-fral®men of Chinaa dilemma

that also showed up in the articles publisheBlla. Rosy Dawmlluded to this sub-frame

only once. Before and during the Cultural Revolution, women were encouraged to maintain a
healthy balance of career and family and between family and state. Hpomweyerity of the

articles inRosy Dawrexhorted women to put state above family. This sub-frame did not
appear at all ifelle. Women as successful career persons was the third most frequently
mentioned sub-frame Women of Chinand was the most important role displayeélie.

Rosy Dawngnored this sub-frame altogeth&vomen pursuing material wealth was a

dominant sub-frame i&lle, but was not found iRosy Dawnin Women of Chinahe use of

this sub-frame was almost negligible.

A mix of frames can be found in all epochs although one or two frames dominate particula
time periods. For example, although various permutations of women'’s roles wersetiscus
during the pre-Cultural Revolution era, collectivism was the dominant frame irothamns
magazine of the time. Women were urged to dedicate themselves to the building of a new
state, and were admonished to subordinate the welfare of their families totti@atotintry.

In the shadow of this dominant frame, however, were articles that talked abvalibhef
having a rewarding career and the advantages of acquiring materidd. Wehike majority of

the articles inWomen of Chinaspoused the value of education so that young women can
immediately join the labor force in the service of the state, some attthtesl about women

as mothers and housewives responsible for maintaining family cohesion.
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Women of China Rosy Dawn Elle Total
Role frames N % n % N %
1. Women as mothers in charge of 36 90 2 5 2 5 4(
their children’s education
2. Women as housewives responsible 10 58 4 24 3 18 17
for domestic chores and family care
3. Women as balancing family and 52 81 1 2 11 17 64
career
4. Women struggling to determine 9 81 2 19 0 0 1]
priorities between the family and the
state
5. Women as public servants 111 55 20 45 0 0 201
6. Women as successful in their 31 36 0 0 55 64 86
careers
7. Women as pursuing material wealth 20 27 0 0 54 3|7 74
Gender frames
1. Women’s marital or romantic 30 33 1 1 60 66 91
relationship
2. Women as embodiments of physical 9 8 0 0 110 92 119
beauty
3. Women as physically, emotionally| 47 48 39 12 11 4 or
and intellectually equal to men

Table 4. The sub-frames of women’s roles and gender and the frequency of tineeroe

The sub-frames were less numerous and less complicatedsgrDawrwherein

public service was the prevalent mantra. Women were urged to suppress persaital purs

and dreams. Although images of housewives were also detected, duty to thernstetaded

all others inRosy Dawn
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The emphasis on individualism during the post-Cultural Revolution period is evident
in the sub-frames about women’s roles displaydéllm In its articles, the magazine goaded
women to pursue meaningful careers; the state can take care of itseliméaasuand
materialism went hand-in-hand with the dawn of neoliberalism. More than esaemwere
told to strive for a better material life. Although some articles disglapaflicting views,
audiences were told they can successfully juggle careers and famibsasodern women
do; there was no need to give up one for the other. Bt#landRosy Dawrshowed images

of housewives although at a low frequency.

As for the sub-frames about gendéomen of Chingended to talk more about
romantic relationships whilElle relentlessly campaigned for beautyRaosy Dawnboth
sub-frames were absent. Bfomen of ChinandRosy Dawrdrummed up women'’s ability
to compete with men in all aspects of life, a frame that was also prdseiht@la lesser

extent inElle.

A fuller description of these role sub-frames is presented below:

1. Women as mothers responsible for educating their childrenlhirty-six articles
in Women of Chinased this sub-frame; two such articles appear&bsy DawrandElle.
This sub-frame implied that taking good care of children is a privilege becdusated
children make for more enlightened citizens. Mothers who educate their &idgtverefore
cultivating high-caliber citizens for the new socialism. Mothers weherad to learn
scientific concepts, among others, which they can pass on to their childrerchn ledfving

qualified citizens in the future was largely dependent on how well women edugate the
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offspring. Those who did a good job of looking after their family were labeled a&itwgor

hard,” “making great contributions,” and “leading a happy life.”

This sub-frame also appearedRnsy Dawnln this publication, mothers were
proclaimed successful when they support their children’s decision to sacrifibe foountry
and for the glory of communism. The mother&lle were different. They were often seen as

enjoying their relationship with their kids, relatively free from sotietsponsibilities.

The following examples demonstrate the use of this sub-frame:

In the first issue oWomen of Chinghe editor-in-chief linked mothers to the fate of

the state:

Women had made great contributions in the country’s struggles during World War I
and in the civil war against the Nationalist Party [Kuomintang]. As mothers,
daughters, and wives they took good care of their families, encouraged their sons,

husbands and fathers, and educated their young kids at home (1949).

Other articles were also clear about what women should do:

The task of women in the family is to educate their children to be quality citizens for

the new society. Parents should help schools in guiding and educating kids (1949).

Many kids do not want to go to school. As mothers, we should make them understand
that schools are where they are educated and where they are prepar@adtodbe
citizens. We should be patient with the children. Let’s avoid physical punishment

(1949).
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The same frame can be foundRosy DawnDuring the Cultural Revolution, the
highly politicized nature of life was displayed in full glory. A story prasesghoolgirl called
Xiaoshan for admonishing the boys who destroyed desks and chairs at school. The write

attributed this enlightened behavior to her mother’s education:

Xiaoshan’s mother told her she must study hard because she will be one of those who
will inherit the socialist state. She should be prepared for a careepasrainist

(1976).

In another article, a woman was described as an exemplary housewife foriagpport

her daughter’s decision to work in a rural area after graduation:

Ms. Xin is a capable housewife. She takes good care of her children and parents-in
law. Besides, she was very supportive when her daughter wanted to learn from the

working class (1975).

In another article, the life of a country woman was singled for emulation:

Although Liewa works very hard, she still spends enough time with her family. She
has good relationships with her kids; she takes good care of them and educates them.

One of her sons is going to the university for higher study (1949).

In another instance:

Bowa is leading a very happy life. She has a 17-year old daughter who just gtaduate
from high school and an eight-year old son who goes to primary school. She had just

bought a new car that she uses to take her husband and mother to the theater (1953).
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Similar frames can be found klle. One letter writer narrates:

| met a woman in the village who can spin very well. She spins clothes and sells them
to raise money for her two children’s education. She is most happy when she is with

her two kids (2004).

In another article iftlle, the writer asks career women to re-evaluate their attitudes

toward their families.

How long has it been since you last talked to your family? Why don’t you spend more
time with your husband and kids and enjoy the pleasures of being a mother and a wife?

(2004).

In a column titled “How to educate kids” Women of Chinagommentators argue
thatgood mothers do not inflict physical punishments, do not believe in superstition, and do

not spoil their children. A mother named Sufang was harshly criticized for punistrirsgpn:

This should not be tolerated. She beats her boy with sticks. This bad behavior will

affect the child’s psychological growth (1955).

A reader wrote about how her friend taught her kids the virtue of saving:

Since her daughter was very young, Danniya makes her save money. This is why

today, her kid knows how to spend wisely (1955).

Some articles urged mothers to equip their children with scientific knowledge

Women should learn science because they need to pass on that knowledge to their

children. Scientific concepts are also helpful in doing housework. Curious children
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ask all kinds of questions: Why does it thunder? Why does it rain? Why do | dream?
If mothers do not have scientific knowledge, they would not know how to answer

these questions (1955).

2. Women as housewives responsible for domestic chores and the househithis
sub-frame, as applied Women of Chinashares the logic that the abode is the woman’s
domain. It suggests that women can free their husbands from the burdens of household tasks
so they can focus on their jobs to advance the state. In this way, women are abléxateontr
to society. Articles that used this sub-frame present the imagealioimal housewives who
consider the home the women’s sphere while their husbands were the breadwinner, a logi
that shows extreme role differentiation by gender. Consequently, thoseevnat good at
housework were considered “bad people” whose behaviors need to change. At the same tim

some articles chastised women for being satisfied with their raiengde housewives.

In Rosy Dawnhousewives still assumed a supporting role to their husband, but by
doing so, women lend a hand to the revolution and to Chairman Mao. Even personal health

took a backseat to the state.

Elle also described women as family caretakers, but they do so not necessarily to
contribute to society. The stories in this contemporary magazine suggest tlat wamlaen

take care of their children because they find personal joy and satisfacsiachitasks.

The following are examples of how this sub-frame was deployed:

In Women of Chinghousewives were shown to be tender to husbands, loyal to the

country, friendly to neighbors, and good at domestic chores:
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As a housewife, my most important task is to take good care of my husband. | cook
and wash very well. | am always there when my husband needs someone to talk to

(1956).

In the new society, women can contribute in their own way. For example, in Harbin,
women serve dinners on time, clean houses, and take good care of their kids so that
their husbands do not need to worry about housework and can focus on their jobs

(1949).

| often fight with my neighbors and so my husband asked me to control my temper.
Now that my neighbors and | get along, | have more time for housework and | can

take better care of my husband so he can have more time to work (1957).

Stories also talk of “villains”:

Ms. Xu is a housewife, but she is not good at housework. Moreover, she always
envies her neighbors who have new clothes or those who eat fish or meat frequently

(1957).

Some questioned these highly differentiated roles:

Some women work [outside the home] only because their husbands or fathers have
not found jobs yet. The women quit their jobs as soon as the men in their family land
jobs. They prefer to stay at home and do household work when they should strive for

economic independence (1949).
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In Rosy Dawnwomen were rarely portrayed in roles other than contributors to public
labor or as doting wives who acquiesce to their husband’s desire to sacrifive $tate. Mr.

Wang’s wife fits the stereotype:

Ms. Wang takes good care of her husband. When he was ill and still wants to go to
work building a dam, she persuaded him not to. However, her husband refused
because he wants to be a part of a great project designed by Chairman dao. “H

could | stay at home at this time?” her husband said (1975).
In a similar case,

Hejing cried, worried about her sick husband who refused surgery because dx want

to continue working. She decided to support her husband’s decision (1976).

In Elle, women were depicted as being proud of their ability to keep a healthy balance

between career and family:

In the office, women are as capable as men. At home, they are tender housewives

who take good care of their family (2004).

In many stories, being a capable mother is seen as a matter of persorelrabtcac

prescription.

| have a regular life. Every morning, | take care of my six-month old detigmeeds.

Then, | send my six-year old boy to kindergarten. | enjoy being a mother (2004).

3. Women who balance family and careeiThe pre-Cultural Revolution magazine

had women choosing between career and family because it was assuncediltheyt have
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both. This sub-frame suggests that these two realms cannot overlap. Thdresaeyto
breast-feed are always late for work; women are not able to concentthtgrgabs after
having a baby; women give up their jobs after marriage. Work outside the home was see
service to country while taking care of the family was linked to caring drdytepersonal
benefits. The collectivist spirit can be seen from the narratives that deatedshis sub-

frame.

The sole article that employed this sub-framBasy Dawrsubmitted that women
should be allowed to feed their babies at work even if this entails interruptions ijolthei

schedules.

The discourse changed dramaticallyeite where the articles no longer saw career
and family as opposing forces; women can enjoy both at the same time and the two a
necessary to be a “complete” person. If women had to choose between thesenta/ctihesl
did so according to their chosen goals in life. This choice was never assoctatétewi

demands of the state.

The following are examples of how this sub-frame was used:

A dancer could no longer perform after having baby. She changed her mind after

dancing to a group of factory workers:

Because | am a dancer, | have a chance to perform for workers. Havinghe¢en w
they do, | realize | should not focus on my little family. Everyone must work bard f

the country YWomen of Chinal963).

Another reader wrote having difficulties focusing on her job after having baby:
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After talking to my leader, | realize that a woman should always keep titeo$pi

work for the country even after having a bal#jofnen of Chinal963).

Another reader said:

As a woman, | always remind myself not to put too much energy on my family; |
should not forget my work because of my children. | need to put more energy toward
advancing our party. Therefore, | will ask my mother in law to handle much of my

housework {Women of Chinal963).

While some women decided to put more emphasis on their career, some preferred

staying at home:

| had a very happy married life, so | decided to focus on my family. The needs of my

husband and children take precedence over myjan(en of Chinal963).

Others questioned this attitude:

The story reminds me of another woman leader who cares only about her husband
and five children, and have no time for work. | wonder—is it proper to give up one’s

job for the sake of the family®omen of Chinal963).

In Rosy Dawnonly one story alluded to conflicts between family and career mainly
because these two dimensions of women'’s lives were not depicted as didiyefrmased
to each other. Such is the case with Guo Fenglian, a leader in Dazimaintinous village

in Shanxi province known to be a model agricultural commune. When Mao published his
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supreme directive titledearn Agriculture from Dazhan 1964, Guo Fenglian was hailed as

a heroine:

| asked Guo Fenglian what women should do when they need to feed their kids while
at work. Fenglian replied that women should be allowed to feed their kids. How could

women work well when their children are hungry? (1976)

In an interview rare in the fiction-orient®&bsy DawnGuo Fenglian reported on her
village’s agricultural initiatives and how these projects consideraipyaved people’s lives.
The party’s new policy gave them more to eat and revived the villagers’ cu#idethe

future, she notes.

In Elle, stories portrayed women as still vacillating between these two rolestek wri

complains:

| have a lovely baby girl. | will quit my job for her, but | am alwaysrdsped these

days. What should | do?

The editor suggested finding a job because “a woman who never stops growing amtgchang

keeps her charm.”

Some were confident of their ability to keep up with the two roles. For example, a
woman engineer believes women can have complete lives when they both have arfdmily

a career:

www.manaraa.com



58

A woman should have a baby, a family, a husband, and a career. | consider myself
successful because | have them all, and all of these together make me @aecomple

person (1998).

On the other hand, Zhu Deyong, a Taiwanese writer, saw the two roles asidiffere

Women face dilemmas in their lives, but they should be able to choose their lfestyle
freely. Should they work or should they become housewives? They can certainly

choose to get married or stay single (2004).

4. Women who balance duty to family and the stateMost articles inlWomen of
ChinaandRosy Dawrdisplayed a similar pattern in the use of this sub-frame. In these
magazines, this theme stressed the primacy of state over family obligétedas intimated
the agony of sending love ones to war, seen as both an honor and a sacrifice. Working was
equated with contributing to nation-building. A few articles, however, raisediguesbout
the overarching desire to please the state. In these stories, women catpieyneere
exhausted by the demands of their jobs and their duties at home. The statk, dftes aot
guarantee family benefits, and some were dissatisfied that state adatiowd diatch its

rhetoric.

The following examples demonstrate how this sub-frame was employed:

During the Korean War (1950-1953), an editor said in a letter to readers:

In this war on US imperialism, mothers have sent their sons and daughter$romt,

and many have taken the responsibility of tending to the injured soldiers. Although
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they worry about their children, these women are willing to send them [tdavar]

protect the country\fomen of Chinal951).

The discourse did not change drastically during the Cultural Revolution:

Ms. Zhang sent her son to the war front. When she received a letter telling her that
her son died fighting, she did not even cry. She said, “I am sad, but my son’s death is
meaningful. He sacrificed his life for the greatness of the couriRgsy Dawn

1975).

In bothRosy DawrandWomen of Chinavomen were called to save resources for
industry and infrastructure. A columnWomen of Chingold readers why they should

conserve water:

Why should we save water? After years of invasion, exploitation, and civibwa
country faces great economic difficulties. If we save more waterrifgation or
industry, our country could produce more and develop fadtéohi{en of China

1951).

The same discourse appeare®osy Dawn

Ms. He gives the rice she saves at home to the village food court. She considers her

donation her contribution to the country and the people (1975).

Some readers, however, had different opinions. A village leader gripes about being

exhausted from her double duty to family and state:
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The women in our village are actively involved in public labor, but we still have to
take care of the family after a whole day’s work. Socialism is good, but our women
are so tired. We hope our problem can be considered and solved by th&\{mamigm(

of Ching 1956).

5. Women as public servantsThis sub-frame was detected before and during the
Cultural Revolution. The banner idea is that women work to serve the state imgl¢yait
personal interests as secondary to those of the state. The articles thg¢didptasub-frame
talked about people insisting on going to work despite ill health, and people forsaking their

family in favor of the state. This sub-frame showed very minor permutations.

This sub-frame has been applied in the following examples:

According to Marxist theory, only when a society is abundant in material resourc
can communism be realized. In a communist society in which resources and proglucts a
distributed according to one’s needs, people do not work for money but for self-ferifillm

Thus,

Liang-jun works hard to live up to the expectations of Chairman Mao and the people

(Women of Chinal949).

Zezhen is an outstanding party member. When | first met her, she dressed like an
ordinary rural woman. Everyone in her village says she is a great leader béeause s
never forgets she is a servant of the people...Although she is not in very good health,

she insists on working as an ordinary peasafttngen of Chinal949).
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Women have become an important force in helping the government achievelpolitica
reforms. Many of them have done great jobs in serving the people. For example,
Guilan was selected to be the leader of the women'’s organization in her village. She
has been working very hard to help other women solve their problems. She led her

villagers in building an irrigation system for their farfggmen of Chinal949).

Zhaozhen is a factory leader. Her co-workers call her “sister” becdgsis very
enthusiastic in helping them with anything. One time, unable to figure out how a
machine works, her colleagues started to squabble. She studied the new machine
herself and patiently taught others how to use it. She said she is glad to seose her ¢
workers because she is grateful for their good lives in the new China and she&owants

do something for society\lomen of Chinal953).

Some, however, question this zeal to work to the neglect of one’s health:

Ms. Wang has 13 work titles. Because of this, she is too busy to even take care of
herself; she becomes ill because of her workload. It is not healthy for one pers

have too many task¥{omen of Chinal956).

During the Cultural Revolution, service to the state was taken to the extvemen

started working without pay and began to eschew personal life:

Zhang Juhua is a village veterinarian. She told her co-workers that those who look
only after their own benefit—those who practice individualism—should be criticized

(Rosy Dawn1976).
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These office girls are thinking about how to link their jobs with communism. They
realized that as trade assistants asking for no salary, they can prioenoéfficiency
so that customers’ time could be saved; thus, these customers will have moog time f

work (Rosy Dawn1975).

When | went back home, | could not find my mother there. A neighbor told me she
had not been back for weeks. She was working on the construction site as a
kindergarten teacher. Her job allows parents to focus on their work because they do

not need to worry about their kidRgsy Dawn1975).

After graduating from the university, Yamei decided to assist in buildingahe
village in a socialist country. The other day, she received a letter tedinipat her
mother was in bad condition. Although she wanted to go home, she did not want to

leave her job because of this personal reaRosy Dawn1976).

6. Successful career womemn extreme departure from the vague and empty

slogans that often characterized women as public servants, the successfuloaran sub-

frame described career ambitions\WWomen of Chinahis sub-frame depicted women

enjoying themselves as integral members of the workforce, applyingritediigence to

overcome difficulties in their jobs. The discourse that used this sub-frailie inas

substantially similar. However, there were subtle differences in howkth&anme was

employed in these two magazines.

The following examples demonstrate the use of this sub-frame:
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When Ms. Yu, a Communist Party member, died in 1949, she was said lauded for

championing the education of girls since the 1930s:

Yu Qingtang spent most of her life as an outstanding educator. She helped educate
poor girls who have few opportunities to go to school. Her determination has changed
these girls’ fate. In the new China, we should learn from her spirit and follow in her

footsteps \Women of Chinal949).

In feature stories, ambitious women gain a sense of achievement through tkeir wor

Miss Yang is a primary school teacher in Shanghai. She exerts a lot obeffoet

job. When she prepares for class, she always draws her lesson plan from the
standpoint of her students. She always tries to engage them. This is why students
always look forward to her classes. She loves her pupils very much. She says she
finds great joy in looking at the eyes of students who desire knowlédgaén of

China 1955).

Sun and Zhang are never contented with their work efficiency. They keep improving
their skills so that their group became the most efficient in the factory...Naw tha
private companies have become public, “I am so glad | am now one of the owners of
the factory and can finally work for myself. | want to work hard,” Sun d&idnien

of Ching 1955).

Women inElle talked about their pursuit of a career:

| fell in love with the camera the first time | used it to record otherasliNo matter

how tired | am, | look forward to capturing interesting scenes with myrza(@e04).
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After graduating from a university in Britain, Qiong chose to go home and open her
own clothing shop. She designed everything in her shop because she wanted to

convey the beauty of oriental culture through her clothes (2004).

Yu Nan won the best actress award in the Paris Cinema International EiiraFe
Even as a student, she was different from her peers. Her elegance touched tife heart
every director she met. She said, “As an actress, | need to work hard and keep

learning about my craft” (2004).

Although women were portrayed as skilled and capable in their cardgits and
Women of Chinghere is an important caveat.\lWomen of Chinayomen appeared to have
a limited array of career options; they were either school teachetsryf workers, or
peasants. |klle, women enjoyed high social status jobs and high levels of income as

actresses, managers, and designers.

7. Women who pursue material wealthwomen of ChinandElle had different
attitudes about this sub-frame. In the former, the discourse about this behaviooreas m
complicated. Some articles regarded it as wrong or dangerous; othersteneo indicate
there is nothing wrong with being rich and having more of life’s conveniences. This sub
frame undeniably links having money with a comfortable life. The articlEdenon the
other hand, blatantly seduced readers to pursue better lives by buying more prodycts—fur
jewelry, and clothes, among others. In short, materialism reigned suprensesualitframe.

In Rosy Dawnthis sub-frame was absent.

The following examples show the use of this sub-frame:
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An editorial inWomen of Chin&rowned upon a woman who dated several men in

search of a wealthy spouse:

In capitalist societies, people are judged according to their wealth; tbosembase
their love on how rich a person is. It is not right to base marriage on wealth in a

socialist country (1955).

Guifang abandons the values of the working class, and is harmed by the ideals of

capitalism Women of Chinal955).

My parents did not agree to our marriage because they wanted me to find a rich
person. | told them | do not pursue wealth. | love my husband because he is honest
and he respects me. Finally, my parents allowed me to marryyamén of China

1963).

In contrast, a letter from a reader deadpans:

A woman should find a husband who makes enough money to give her all comforts
in life. 1 think it is normal for a woman to pursue a high social status. More money

means a more comfortable life. Who doesn’t want thatngen of Chinal963).

Another bemoans the power of factory leaders:

| live too far from the factory. | walk two hours a day to work, so | asked for a new
apartment near the factory. However, the factory leader refused my rbgoasse |
am a woman. Should not a woman ask for a better place to livé&/mra€n of China

1956).
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My husband and | live in different places; we have to live in factory dorms. We hope
we can stay in the same place. However, when | talked about this to the leader, he

refused to grant my reques¥omen of Chinal956).

In Elle, material wealth translates to fashionable luxury products. The headlines bla
“Fur and jewelry mean a luxurious and leisurely lifestyle” (2008) and “Bewseabout your
clothes! They are closely related to your lifestyle and taste. Youaaiealis expressed in

them” (2004). Lead paragraphs of stories exhibit the joys of a materifesiyle:

Li Wen likes to collect electronic products, go to clubs, and listen to hip-hop. Her
house is full of books and DVDs. She showed us her closet full of Channel and Dior.
She said, “I like to put on decent clothes and wear perfume which make me feel good

about myself.” That is how she enjoys her lii¢, 2006).

In another interview, a famous news anchor from Shanghai tells readers:

| like to collect clothes. In a sense, they speak of the lifestyle | wish feelingreat
clothes give me a great sense of achievemé&ifiig,(1998). The author finishes the
story thus: “As a woman, Yuan is beautiful and charming. As an anchor, she is

talented and diligent; as a person, Yuan knows how to enjoy her life.”

Another article tells audiences how to relax after a whole week’s work:

Spend a morning alone at home and enjoy the world by yourself. Learn to create a
graceful place for yourself this spring [by acquiring furniture, books, mu3sg; énd

skin care products.Hlle, 1998).
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Sub-frames depicting gender

The sub-frames about gender discussed (1) women’s marital or romedaionships,
(2) women as embodiments of physical beauty, and (3) women as physically, eltyptiona
and intellectually equal to men and excelling in fields traditionally coresidas men

strongholds.

1. Women and their marital or romantic relationships.This sub-frame appeared in
bothWomen of ChinandElle where it was portrayed from almost a similar standpoint. The
Communist Party espoused that economic independence will releasa Wwomeppression.
This sub-frame alluded to the importance of establishing a healthy and&atiahship
with men; women were enjoined to attain rich lives through their own efforts. When using
this sub-frame, articles Women of Chinaxtolled the value of relationships that are based
on love and mutual respect, a perspective that rarely appedtte. iA far cry from the
asceticism of the Cultural Revolutidglle discussed sex and its importance in men-women
relationships. Only one article Rosy Dawntalked about romantic relationships. Like the
articles inWwomen of Chinahe author urged women to base relationships on mutual

understanding.

The following examples demonstrate the use of this sub-frame:

As a promoter of the “new ordefnWwomen of Chinaspoused the value of
relationships based on love and mutual respect in retaliation against thequboggression

of women under the old order. A column explains:
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In the old society, women depended on men, so they have to find a rich husband to
guarantee rich lives. Now women can be economically independent. Should we still

depend on husbands or work hard ourselves? (1963).

We should not forget that women used to be oppressed because of their dependence
on men. Women can be equal to men in the new society because they can be
economically independent...and women can find love and respect in a new type of

marriage in the new society (1963).

In addition,Women of Chinaailed against the practice of taking on child brides and

marrying too early:

A woman can only have a good sexual life when her body has fully developed; she
can only have a healthy baby after the age of 18...Besides, people are ablesto figur
out who shares their beliefs, values, or goals only when they are psychologically

mature. Early marriage may lead to tragedy (1951).

The magazine also offered recommendatainsut how to deal with arguments and
disagreements. In response to a reader who complained that her husband piefgs to s

rather than talk to her after work, an editor suggested:

It is not right for women to be sensitive and emotional in a relationg¢mmen of

China,1949)

To another reader who complained that her husband refused to communicate after

they had a fight, the editor said:
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Women should be tender and considerate to their husbands. Talk to him patiently and

try to make him understand your opinidfomen of Chinal955).

In the single story iRRosy Dawrthat dealt with a romantic relationship:

Yamei persuaded her friend Hehua to get married a little later so she camedo m
work for the country. Besides, she should know her fiancé better before getting

married (1976).

In Elle, independence was the premise of a happy relationship:

A woman can only win respect and love when she has an independent personality and

confidence (2004).

Experience tells me | have to face difficulties by myself. Only wheormaan earns

financial independence can she find true love (2005).

Sex was another hot topic under this sub-frame. Readers wrote to ask for enggesti

on how to enhance their sex life:

| love my husband very much. However, he doesn’t satisfy me sexually. What should

| do? Elle, 2003).

Do you really know your spouse’s body? Do you really know how to please him

sexually? Elle, 2003).

2. Women who pursue physical beautylhis sub-frame never appearediasy
Dawn,the magazine of the Cultural Revolution, but was the most dominant sub-fré&fhe in

In the articles published Women of Chinathis sub-frame encompassed everything it takes
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to be beautiful and desirable. This sub-frame saw physical attractivenaesmal and
appropriate. IrElle, physical beauty was seen as equivalent to the consumption of various
beauty products—clothing, skin care, and make-up, the major topics of today’s fashion
magazinesRosy Dawnwhich rejected any assertion of a feminine identity, completely

ignored this sub-frame.

The following excerpts demonstrate the application of this sub-frame:

When | met her [a celebrity] again, | could barely recognize her. She eaasgy a

navy blue suit; she looked glorioudVpmen of Chinal953).

The stamped pinwale produced by Tianjin Spin Mill is highly recommended. It is
colorful and can be used to make beautiful skirts, shirts, and dr&¢sesef of China

1956).

How does one make a beautiful skirt? I will introduce a few approaches to make

yourself look great in self-made clothe¥Vgmen of Chinal 956).

The photos that accompany these articles were far less fancy than tktee in

Other articles i'Women of Chinavaxed poetic about women'’s physical beauty. An

example is a boy smitten after reuniting with a childhood friend in a university:

Gui xiang has changed a lot since | last | saw her. She has become more beautiful
Her eyes twinkle, and so does my heart. | want to draw her pidilomén of China

1956).

In a love story,
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Xiaoyan is a very beautiful girl. Her tied black hair sways behind her headudttbr r
face is always smiling. A lot of young men fell in love with hé&ofnen of China,

1957).

In Elle, a woman’s physical beauty often results from the use of some product:

In the season of flowers, women'’s clothes are part of this colorful world. How can we

dress up like the most beautiful roses of summer (2004)?

Since the spring of 2004, the nude look make-up has been in vogue. This make-up
style makes you look natural, sexy, and sincere. Here are some tips on how to use it

(2004).

The purple boots highlight the smooth and soft shape of women'’s legs (2008).

A girl needs to take special care of her skin after the 20s. Could you recommend

some products | can use? (1998).

Almost every woman is not satisfied with one or several parts of her body. Hadw ca

achieve charming curves (2003)?

3. Women are physically, emotionally, and intellectually equal to mehn Women
of Ching this sub-frame described women as capable and can compete with men in all
aspects of life, but especially in jobs. This sub-frame aimed to destragtbetgpe that
women were of the inferior sex in close adherence to the communist ideology thett wom
should be liberated and included as dynamic members of the labarFohoaving this logic,

men and women were enjoined to share the responsibilities of home and work. Thus, there

www.manaraa.com



72

should be equal pay for equal work Wiomen of Chinaarticles that used this sub-frame also
talked about women’s new-found freedom to choose their role as they se®ésyibawn
masculinity was expressed by the use of such adjectives as “strongtitythiand “tiger-

like” to describe working women. These stories highlighted women as bastdike men,”
and as “iron women.” During the Cultural Revolution, men and women were “comrades,”
not lovers. Women were also depicted as capable managers and administratianss ot
used to be the exclusive purview of men. Women’s capability in domains traditionally
populated by men was also emphasizeflie. Indeed, some articles stressed that women

even do better than men.

The following examples demonstrate the use of this gender sub-frame:

Zhang Lin, a train driver, wrote that some co-workers do not believe a woman ca
drive a train. However, she successfully showed them she can do what a man can do

(Women of Chinal949).

Hao is a machinist in a factory. She proudly introduced her new invention, proving
that women are capable of mastering technology. The idea that only men can be

creative is totally wrongWomen of Chinal951).

In Women of Chinastories of women striving for equal treatment with men were

abundant. In a discussion about whether men should do housework, the editor concluded:

Both men and women have responsibilities in society, and they also have equal
responsibilities toward the family. Therefore, husband and wife should share the

housework {Women of Chinal963).
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Meanwhile, some women decry unequal pay:

Women protested the difference in salary between men and women when, hefact, t

women are even more capablégmen of Chinal963).

Rosy Dawrarticles consistently showed women excelling in jobs traditionally held by

She is a soldier in the construction site. Who said woman cannot erect buildings

(1976)?

Who says women cannot plant tea? Here comes the “iron girls” planting tea (1975).

The “iron women” in the group are strong and mighty. They are like dynathées

can blast tons of rock (1975).

Except for her long hair, Tie Ying, a machinist, behaves just like a man. She works

like a tiger(1975.

Romantic relationships were tabooRisy Dawn:

Hong Yan came back to her hometown. Her neighbor, Mr. Muka, picked her up at the
dock. He looked at her and asked why she had her long hair cut in Beijing. “Now you
look like a young boy,” he said. Hong Yan replied, “I| came back to build our country

together with the working class” (1975).

Men and women get along just fineRosy Dawrwithout sexual attraction:
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Daliang, a farmer, was worried he has ran out of seeds. He came agirbggha
was also working on the farm. She gave him seeds wrapped in paper. A grateful

Daliang shook the girl’s hands and said, “Comrade, thanks” (1975).

Elle also praised women for their capabilities on the job:

No one would believe that such a thin girl could work even harder than the men.
When she went out of town with a film crew to a remote village, her coworkers were
surprised by her diligence and stamina. They said she slept later and gotesp earli
than anyone in the production team. She walks faster than other production team

members, carrying heavy equipment on her own (2004).

| have never found differences between myself and my men co-workeuslpct

think women do better than men in this aerospace field (2003).

In summary, the results of the quantitative and qualitative analysis indicatacked
difference in the frames used by magazines to describe women'’s rolgsratedt across the
three time periods. Before the Cultural Revolution, the magazine that repdetbenéza,
Women of Chinajisplayed complicated and conflicting frames indicative of the clash of
ideologies at that time. Women were encouraged to dedicate themselves to tiuetomms
of the state while pursuing personal goals; some articles urged women to subordina
personal desires in favor of the welfare of the state while others questispddhity.

Some women were confined to the household as housewives while others pursued careers.

Images of “iron girls” during the Cultural Revolution dominated its represeatat

magazineRosy DawnHere, women were portrayed as selfless workers who labor for the

www.manaraa.com



75

common good and who devoted themselves to communism and/or socialism. Their roles as
housewives and mothers were also mentioned during this period, but only to the extent that
they work in the interest of the state. Women were depicted as emotional arwciphtise

same as men. In effect, the grid between individuals and the grougebetwen and women,
between the domestic and the public sphere, were removed under the influence of the

communist ideology.

In stark contrast, the articles from the post-Cultural Revolution fashion magazine,
Elle, served as the exponent of physical beauty and the pursuit of ideal relationships wi
men. Materialism and individualism became eviderilla as women pursued personal
goals and enjoyed their roles as mothers, wives, or career women without garchfoe
the state’s welfare. I&lle, women were more confident and clear about their roles in society
than those in the pre-Cultural Revolution era. Women were shown as capable and successful
in their careers. The need to be physically attractive gained grounshasfanagazines

enticed women to consume more beauty products.
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CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSION

This study set out to determine and compare the frames Chinese magazines@&mploy
in their discussions of women'’s roles and the portrayal of gender. To deteupt df
cultural factors such as the prevailing political ideology on the frames hse€e magazines
published during three distinct historical periods were examined through content and
discourse analyses. Because the country has undergone and continues to experiatice dram
social transformation, magazines that were circulated before the C&ewalution (1949-
1965), during the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976), and after the Cultural Revolution (1977

to date) were examined to track changes over time.

The three magazines analyzed w&kamen of Chinfrom the pre-Cultural
Revolution periodRosy Dawnpublished during the Cultural Revolution; and the Chinese

edition ofElle that circulated during the post-Cultural Revolution period.

Three research questions were asked: (1) What roles were most dominant in the wa
women were portrayed in the magazines published during these three eras? (2) How was
gender portrayed in the magazines published before, during and af@rltheal Revolution?

(3) In what ways were these roles portrayed by the magazines publishedtdesadghree

periods in Chinese history?

The study applied Douglas’ (1982) group and grid model that stipulate two
dimensions in societal relationships. The group dimension describes how strongly people a

bonded together. At one end of this dimension are distinct and separated individuals,
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perhaps with a common reason to be together though with less of a sense of unity and
connection. At the other end are people who have a connected sense of idenitity, rela

more deeply and personally to one another. Douglas (1982) suggests that when people group
together, laws are more easily defined and policed. For society to survive when lgonds ar
weaker and central control is less possible, individuals must necessarily dsipla

restraint.

The grid dimension, on the other hand, describes how people take on different roles
as members of a group. At one end of this spectrum are people who are relatively
homogeneous in their abilities, work and activity and can easily interchangeTiukes
makes them less dependent on one another. At the other end are distinct roles and positions
within the group with specialization and different accountability. Therelsoeddferent
degrees of entitlement depending on position, and there may well be a different balance
exchange between and across individuals that makes it advantageous to share and organize
together (Douglas, 1982).

The findings show the push-pull effects of the group-grid dimensions in the way
women were portrayed in the three magazines. The presence of various sub-bafane
the Cultural Revolution was evidenced by many conflicting frames about nvantegender
in the representative magazine of that time. Women were depicted in thes @asigersuing
personal goals while working in earnest to benefit the state. Gender difemgare at times
neutralized but sometimes emphasized. During the Cultural Revolution, one voice dominated
the public sphere and the portrayal of women in its representative magazmewbiaen
were presented using very uniform frames—they were depicted ag maasculine

attributes whose labors were solely dedicated to the service of the statehafCultural
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Revolution, the reform era ushered in a wave of frames that extolled femininetehatics

and urged women to work to satisfy individual personal goals.

Content Analysis: Frames about Women'’s Roles and Gender

Three frames about women'’s roles and two frames about gender were detected, and
these frames agreed with the literature. The frequency with which edwsefrhajor frames

was employed in each magazine was ascertained.

The findings show radical shifts in the ways women'’s roles and gender were
portrayed throughout the three time periods. The findings show congruence between the
dominant ideology of the time and the frames used in articles that discussed women and
gender. I'Women of Chinahe pre-Cultural Revolution magazine, women as contributors to
public labor was the most frequently applied frame. Other commonly occurring frames
however, were those that depicted women as individuals pursuing self benefits, and wome
as housewives. These three frames were employed at very close freguetgiiey by the
proportion of articles observed to contain them. In terms of gender portrayalss fitzen
emphasized gender differences and frames that depicted masculinigisoeeeployed at

almost the same frequency.

In Rosy Dawnthe magazine that saw print during the Cultural Revolution, women
were predominantly portrayed as active agents of social transformationbatingyitheir
labors almost exclusively for the good of the collective. Even the framestvaed women

as housewives point to their importance as mothers whose major contribution is the
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cultivation of high-caliber citizens for the communist society. Framestliggested the

value of achieving personal goals vanished. Gender differences were ignored.

The advent of neoliberalism during the reform period ushered in frames that extolled
the value of personal enjoyment and satisfactioklle the fashion magazine that
represented the era in this study, women were no longer encouraged to be of service to the
state. They were mostly portrayed as individuals in pursuit of meaningful dfeg@mes
that showed them as housewives reigning supreme in the domestic sphere pleyedat

a very low frequency. Genders differences were emphasized more than ever before.

Discourse Analysis: Women’s Roles and Gender Sub-Frames

To answer the third research question, a discourse analysis was conducted. &his mor
in-depth look revealed sub-frames about women'’s roles and gender. The skeultthat
before the Cultural Revolution, articlesWomen of Chinaepicted women as both public
servants and homemakers. They were encouraged to take good care of their, childre
husbands and other family members as a duty to society. Sub-frames espoused tie value
putting the state at the highest priority; familial duties were supposed tbhoelmate to
national interests. The pursuit of material wealth was considered to be weside8this
mainstream sub-frame, other conflicting points of view can also be saesxdfople, some
sub-frames urged the pursuit of individual dreams, and even questioned the validity of
placing the state’s demands over those of the family. Although there welietocansub-

frames, collectivism was the dominant value of the time.
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At the height of the Cultural Revolution, women were no longer mothers, daughters,
or wives, but were seen almost exclusively as public servants who toil for thetizellén
the sub-frames that depict women as housewives, their role was to free thandisuesic
other family members from household tasks so that they are able to devote mdosvande
nation building. Women’s feminine characteristics were neglected beteysedre
supposed to be as strong and as physically able as their men counterpags. Alldmen
got along just fine as comrades, co-workers or friends. The overriding intenmdoeany

social division during the Cultural Revolution can be seddasy Dawn.

Elle displayed sub-frames that exemplified the values of a more open but
consumerist society. The sub-frames in this magazine told women to estaddisimgiul
careers, accrue wealth, enjoy romantic and sexual relationships, strive subibend
delight on the comforts material wealth can bring. Women were also describethassm
and wives whose duties can be handled together with the demands of work outside the home.

Individualism, consumerism and materialism were reflected in the imagemoén inElle.

Although there is congruence between the dominant ideology of the time and the
frames used in articles published during each era, different perspeeotirepresent in the
shadow of the dominant philosophy. Conflicting views were more obvio®men of
China Even in the strictly controlleRosy Dawnsubtle deviations from the almost

hegemonic ideology were found.

Implications of the Findings to Theory
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Douglas’s group-grid dichotomy provided a useful framework with which to analyze
the media portrayals of an aspect of social life—the role of women and gendehttinoelg
In effect, Douglas’s framework helped to link social roles and social valitieis wpecific
cultural contexts. From the perspective of this dichotomy, culture—and how women were

seen in that culture—did not change randomly but along pre-defined continuums.

According to this framework, Chinese society could be seen as having shifted from a
moderately high group society to an extremely high group society frorouhdihg of the
People’s Republic in 1949 until the end of the Cultural Revolution in 1976. From there, it
appeared to have followed a trajectory toward a weak group society sinceléméntation
of economic and social reforms in 1978. From a weak grid society during the Cultura
Revolution, it has moved to a strong grid society during the reform era that begyeiD@R.

Changes in the media’s portrayal of women'’s roles and gender subscribed to tevsdriam

Sub-cultures that voiced out competing claims were also observed. Thesegliff
opinions provided varying spectra of group and grid. The results suggest that mainstream
portrayals won over conflicting values and voices, but these opposing views were not
completely eliminated. Douglas’ model failed to account for these varianddgbearole they
might have played in shaping the phrasing and intensity of the dominant themes er frame
Following this logic, framing theory which views culture as the stock of comniowvibked
frames from which journalists can select themes should pay more attentionnitutirece of

sub-cultures in the molding of media content.

In this study, the cultural character of each period was embodied in the frames and

sub-frames the three magazines used in discussions of women'’s roles and dextdertiie
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frames employed were congruent with the dominant ideology of the time. iGadiec
dominated the pre-Cultural Revolution frames as well as the frames used aghih@hine
Cultural Revolution. The weak grid roles during the Cultural Revolution were texfl@t
frames that saw women with no gender-based attributes. In today’s China, indimdua

materialism and consumerism surged, and this shift was captured in the magpaitse

Limitations of the Study and Suggestions for Future Research

The impact of culture could have been more discernible had the study examined a
magazine’s evolution through time. According to Scheufele (1999), media frambs ca
affected by a host of factors, including the political system under which the oygeliate,
journalistic routines, internal media organizational pressures, and the psesserted on the
media by external interest groups. These factors could have been moraaasy in a
single publication as it traversed a nation’s history, but this study had to conteridree

different magazines from each time period.

The study also limited itself to a rather contrived division of historicallepdn
other words, the forced division into pre-, during, and post-Cultural Revolution periods may
be too rigid a typology because it does not acknowledge minor cultural shifts eaith
major epoch that may have produced substantial changes or effects. The numberthfyear

constitute each epoch also varied considerably.

The portrayal of women and gender could have been more representative if more
magazines from each time period were analyzed. The extent to which the magazine

analyzed were truly representative of the era in which they wereateduk also open to
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guestionWomen of Chinavas selected because it was initiated by the Communist Party to
become the most important women’s magazine in the 1950s and the Re@spH awrwas

the only publication with a national circulation during the Cultural Revolution. It was
launched in 1974 and ceased publication in 1976 when the Cultural Revolution ended, but
only issues published in 1975 and 1976 were available for an&ilsisvas selected

because it is one of the best-selling women’s magazines in the current GCharkseand

was considered to represent magazines in the reform era.

The foregoing limitations imposed restrictions on the generalizabilitysoftee The
small sample size also contributes to this limitation. Only 236 articles\Women of China,

98 articles fronRosy Dawnand 268 articles frorglle were analyzed.

Future studies should try harder at enlarging the sampling frame and the saeple
to arrive at richer data and to enable more meaningful comparisons acrdssdharte
periods. Magazines that target different audience groups are also warimigg. The
gualitative analysis would be better informed by knowledge about the writerssgimial

background.
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APPENDIX A

CONTENT ANALYSIS CODE BOOK

Variable | Variable Name | Variable Label Values Code
Number
1 Coder Coder’'s name 1=Yue Yin
2=Ni Zhang
2 Magazine Magazine’s title Women of China
2=Rosy Dawn
3=Elle
3 Article ID Article ID number
4 Year Year article was published Enter year
5 Author Author of the article Enter as string
6 Length Length of article in number| Enter number of words
of words
7 Rolel Women are portrayed as | 0= absent
having roles primarily within| 1= present
the domestic sphere
8 Role2 Women are portrayed as | 0= absent
workers or laborers in the | 1= present
service of the state
9 Role3 Women are encouraged to| 0= absent
pursue their own personal | 1= present
goals, including their role as
family members
10 Genderl Women are “feminized” 0= absent
1= present
11 Gender2 Women are portrayed as | 0= absent
equal to men (gender 1= present
equality is stressed)
11 RolelA If Rolel is present, how wasEnter as string variable; cite specific
this role depicted in the text?and unedited accounts from text
11 Role2A If Role2 is present, how wasEnter as string variable; cite specific
this role depicted in the text?and unedited accounts from text
11 Role3A If Role3 is present, how wasEnter as string variable; cite specific
this role depicted in the text?and unedited accounts from text
11 GenderlA If Genderl is present, how| Enter as string variable; cite specific
was this depicted in the text?and unedited accounts from text
11 Gender2A If Gender2 is present, how| Enter as string variable; cite specific

was this depicted in the text

?and unedited accounts from text
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APPENDIX B

CODING GUIDE FOR CONTENT ANALYSIS

Operational definitions of frames:

With respect to women'’s roles:

1. Women as having roles primarily within the domestic spheréncludes frames
that exhort and urge women to stay at home to take care of children, support their
husbands, and take care of extended family members. Women are depicted as or
are encouraged to be dutiful housewives, mothers, daughters or aunts. Such
articles may talk about a woman exemplar or may give advice on how to be

successful in domestic roles.

2. Women as workers or laborersrefers to notionshat women share the same
rights as men, including the right to earn a living. Articles that frame wome
this role encourage them to divorce themselves from the traditional confines of
the home, to get jobs, and to be economically independent. These articles may
portray women models at work, give advice on how to perform better in their jobs
or how to deal with problems at work, or may offer suggestions about how
women can acquire skills to be prepared for future careers. In this role, wmmen a
asked to be in the service of the state at the expense of self-interests. Women’

contributions to the country or to any collective are extolled

3. Women as individualswill be demonstrated by articles that encourage women to

pursuendividual goals, whether to serve the state or to put primary emphasis on
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the family. Women are encouraged to determine personal goals even though these
may ran contrary to the goals and expectations of society. Those who are
successful in whatever they do are admired. In these articles, wonmetharted

to enjoy life on their own terms. These articles attribute women’s succtssr

own ability and hard work, suggesting that women are active and powerful agents

of social change.

With respect to gender:

4. Women are feminizedwhen gender differences are emphasized. Women are
portrayed as physically different with men (e.g., women are not as plysic
strong as men), are given advise on fashion and lifestyles, and are encouraged to
be beautiful and attractive. Articles that use this frame give advice omohmsv t
involved in a healthy romantic relationship, and how to deal with the tipEe,

among others.

5. Women as masculinizedneans women are portrayed as equal to men in physical
aspects, attributes and capability. Articles that employ this framesogmgest that
women are as strong as men, think like men, and do not have to beautify
themselves for whatever purpose. These articles may also posit or intply tha

women and men can get along well without tension.
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